
 
            
 
 
 
 

            EASTER 2023 

 
 

 
Easter Greetings, Byron Church Family! 
 
During these weeks of Lent, we have been focusing on Living the Crucified Life. 
I pray that the sermons and daily e-mails have been a blessing to you. I would like 
to summarize the key points: Jesus humbled Himself out of sacrificial love for us 
and all people, willingly going to the Cross to save and redeem us. We are called 
to take up our crosses and follow Jesus. In fact, we are to consider our old selves 
to have been crucified with Christ on the cross. We die to our selfish ambitions and 

desires, attitudes, and actions, and allow the Holy Spirit to give us New Life in Christ (to be born 
again). The Spirit dwells within us and directs our thoughts and emotions, just as our mind directs 
our bodies. Following the Holy Spirit’s leading, we follow Jesus and sacrificially lay down all that we 
are and all that we have for God’s sake, not hoarding these things as if they were ours to do with as 
we please. This will allow us to bear the Fruit of the Spirit: love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, 
goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, and self-control. 
 
Last summer, we created two new teams: the Church Growth Team (focused on drawing new and 
younger people into our church family), and the Spiritual Growth Team (focused on helping all of us 
to grow as followers of Jesus Christ). Most recently, we are creating a third new team, the Volunteer 
Growth Team, focused on encouraging people to serve, making the congregation aware of our 
volunteer needs, and thanking volunteers regularly. Together, these three teams round out our 
three-fold priorities of Connecting, Growing, and Serving. 
 
I am delighted that we have two new Elders joining the work of our Session: Jeanne Taylor Hopkins 
and Baran Ismail. They participated in their first Session meeting recently, and we look forward to 
their expanded ministries among us! 
 
When we leave behind the seasons of Lent and Easter, may we all continue to live into the Crucified 
Life of Christ, connecting, growing and serving together. My thanks to all of you for being a loving 
and generous church family where Jesus Christ is Lord! 
 
In His love, 

Pastor Greg 

 

            
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



“Come to me, all you who are weary and burdened, and I will give you rest.” Matthew 11:28 

 
Recently the Men’s Study Group completed a session on “Rest”. I found it to be 
profoundly comforting in my daily life. 
 
Perhaps you, like me, have found the news of war, natural disasters and near 
daily mass shootings to be overwhelming and disheartening. There may be 
situations in our own lives that are a cause for worry, depression, or grief. It is 
difficult to avoid being swept up in the challenges that surround us.  
 
It is very important to look to what is promised in the Bible to each of us as ‘rest’ 
from these situations. Many people seek rest in a wide variety of ways, but our Bible teaches us that 
rest can only be found in Jesus. There is no other true rest. 

 
This spring, the leaves will return, the flowers will bloom and the beauty 
of God’s world will be revealed again. I encourage you to immerse 
yourself in that beauty and reflect on the love that has been freely given 
to you through Jesus. 

 
In His love, 

Ric Graham, Congregational Designated Minister 

(CDM) 
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BIRTHDAYS (90+) 
Mary Loree, March 20 – 92 years young 

Isabel Pandur, March 30 – 90 years young 

Evelyn Hick, May 1 – 97 years young   

Charlie Tulloch, May 10 – 99 years young 

 

Farewell to Dorothy Smith who recently moved to a retirement home in Orillia to be closer to her family. 

Dorothy has been a member here at Byron for over 60 years.

 

ANNIVERSARIES (50+) 
Bob & Carol Clarke, April 9 – 57 years  

Rick & Jan Harding, April 14 – 51 years 

George & Elsie Wallace, April 16 – 64 years 

Ron & Joan Nicholls, April 27 – 66 years 

Harry & Mary Huffman, May 5 – 50 years 

John & Joan McLean, May 8 – 58 years 

Art & Deborah Hiley, May 19 – 50 years 

William & Marlene Law, May 23 – 54 years  

Brian & Barb Chinnick, May 30 – 53 years 

Bill & Elaine Dunn, May 30 – 59 years 

Dave & Cheryl Chambers, June 2 – 50 years 

DEATHS 
Ted Thurston, February 19 



                                              OUTREACH TEAM 
 
We are a lively, small, enthusiastic group of volunteers consisting of: Lorilee Down, Bev Hamilton, 
Helen Keenliside, Nancy Long, Val Reid, David Rusciolelli and Gaye Whaley.  Anyone with a heart 
for Mission and the Ministry of Outreach is most welcome to join us. The work is very rewarding and 
not difficult. We meet three times a year (currently via Zoom) and organize a few projects during the 
year in which the congregation is invited to participate. If you have questions or want to look into this 
invitation, call Helen at 519-852-1079 or speak to anyone on the Outreach Team, listed above.  
 
These are our Spring projects: 
 
1. Hygiene Relief Kits for Mennonite Central Committee: April 23rd  
 
The Mennonite Central Committee is well organized and able to efficiently distribute hygiene kits in 
relief situations, including refugees, displaced people (such as in Ukraine) and others that their 
missionaries reach and serve. We at Byron United collect items and donate them to their distribution 
centre in New Hamburg each spring.   
 
More information will follow with a list of items that are needed. Watch BUC Wheat for further details 
a few weeks prior to April 23rd, which is the Sunday designated for collection.   
 
2. Mission Sunday, May 7, 2023 – L’Arche London: 

 
We have invited L’Arche of London to join the congregation for worship on Sunday, May 7th. A 
speaker will make a presentation during our time of worship. There will be a table set up where the 
speaker will be available to answer any questions after church, or to simply enter into conversation 
with you.   
 
The Outreach Team will also have a table set up in the gym to promote the various ministries we 
support through the Outreach donations. A brief description on each charity that we support will be 
available, listing their websites so that you can do further research, if you would like to look more 
closely at their ministry. To that end, Outreach will also make available any brochures of the 
charities that are available to us.   
 
The Shoebox campaign will also ‘kick off’ on May 7th. Flat shoeboxes will be available in the gym 
after worship as well. You are invited to pick one up, if you wish to fill a shoebox. A brochure listing 
the items to consider filling the box with will also be available.   
 

**Please follow BUC Wheat for further information as we continue to offer opportunities to 
represent Jesus through prayer and good works** 

 

The Outreach Team would like to thank our caring, loving and supportive congregation.    

 

Your faithful support is a blessing to so many less fortunate than we are.  You brighten their 

days and give them the gift of joy. 

 

 

 

 



LEADERSHIP CHANGES IN 2022 AND 2023 
 
WORSHIP FACILITATOR: 
The Worship Element includes planning and overseeing all aspects of our 
worship services, as well as the Prayer Team. Shelley Scott served as 
Facilitator of the Worship Element from May 2019 until September 2022. 
We thank Shelley for her faithful dedication to the many details of our 
worship services, as well as her planning and leadership in the repainting 
of our sanctuary last year. 
 
The Leaders' Board is pleased to welcome Dave Rusciolelli as the Worship Facilitator effective 
January 2023. Dave has served as Facilitator of the Communications Element since September 
2020. In January 2023, "communications" became part of the Community Connections Element, 
eliminating that as a separate element. Dave will be able to continue providing valuable input into 
Leaders' Board decisions as he now focuses on priorities for our Worship Element. 
 
FELLOWSHIP FACILITATOR:  
Barry Brigham joined the Leaders' Board in 2020 as Fellowship Element 
Facilitator. In July 2022 Barry resigned from this role to address some 
personal health issues. He is now able to rejoin the Leaders' Board. 
Barry looks forward to reconnecting with the many dedicated Fellowship 
volunteers who provide ongoing support to our church family. We 
welcome Barry back and look forward to ways to enhance fellowship 
activities in 2023.  
 
MISSION FACILITATOR:  
Unfortunately, we still have no Facilitator for the Mission Element. This position has been vacant 
since January 2022. If you would be interested in being considered for this leadership role, please 
contact me (linda.peck@sympatico.ca). 
 
"ACTING" FACILITATORS: 
The Leaders' Board appreciates the assistance of Jennifer Tennant (for Worship), Jan Harding (for 
Fellowship) and Marilyn Walker (for Mission) as "Acting Facilitators" during the six-month period of 
October 2022 to March 2023. Their assistance in the preparation of the 2023 proposed budget and 
writing of reports for our 2022 Annual Report, as well as their input in our monthly Leaders' Board 
meetings was very much appreciated.   
 
TREASURERS: 
At the 2023 Annual Congregational Meeting on 
March 12th, the Congregation elected two church 
members to the role of Co-Treasurer for the 
upcoming year. Brian Roth has been a member of 
the Leaders' Board since July 2020, as our 
Recording Secretary. Brian has provided valuable 
input to our leadership team during this time and has 
now offered to serve our church as Treasurer. Ruth Dean, who has been Treasurer since November 
2012, has offered to continue as a Co-Treasurer with Brian until the time of the 2024 Annual 
Congregational Meeting. We appreciate this approach as a smooth transition for this important 
church responsibility.  
 

 



It has been a blessing to see each of these church members offer to serve at the leadership level. 
As we move forward with Growth Teams for both church growth and spiritual growth, it is gratifying 
to also see leadership growth happening this year. Thank you to each of these individuals for 
participating in the leadership of our church. We also appreciate the many members of our church 
family who serve faithfully on the various teams throughout the year. Thank you for sharing your 
specific gifts with all of us. We are one body of Christ, blessed with many talents and abilities for the 
benefit of God's Church at Byron United. 
 
Linda Peck, as Chair of the Leaders' Board 
  

 

Call the Church 
 
During the past 3 years, a new outreach program was created from 
within our Communications Team appropriately named “Call the 
Church”. The concern during early times of the pandemic was that many 
of our church family remained cautious to “live” interaction and chose 
not to attend Sunday worship, along with reduced personal attendance 
in small groups, bible studies, fellowship volunteering and more.  
 

The concept created, with simply the use of phone calls by our Call Angel volunteers, was to 
connect with our church families. The call progress reached out with personal contact to the majority 
of BUC families over the past 3 years. In addition to updating phone contact information, several 
members did receive positive personal support from Pastor Greg, Ric Graham and a number of 
Elders identified from the new call outreach program. 
 
We have been very blessed with the overall outcome achieved by the many dedicated volunteers 
found in this new outreach team. As the future plans from our Leaders’ Board and Session will be to 
develop more “live” activities, new membership initiatives, relaunch fellowship and small groups and 
more, the “Call the Church” outreach will come to a conclusion with the final call period in January 
and February of this year. The Connection structure format developed will be available in the future 
during any such time of member disconnect due to similar challenges of the recent pandemic. 
 
Special acknowledgement to each volunteer who participated and dedicated time to connect with 
our church family during the past 3 years.  Volunteers …. Dave Wagg, Dave Rusciolelli, Bob 
Wardell, Mike Power, Ric Graham, Mary Lynne Patterson, Diane Veitch, Jeanne Taylor Hopkins, 
Margie Ferguson, Barb MacDonald, Barb Chinnick, Wendy German, Linda Sample and Gaye 
Whaley.  Well Done, Call Angels. 
 
Barry Brigham 
Call the Church Coordinator  
 

 

 



 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A Story of Collaboration and Stewardship 
 

Late in 2021, Dick and I offered to help the Pastor by doing some grocery shopping and shelf stocking for the 

food bank. Like most church-related tasks, the job grew. Since then, we learned a lot about the needs of people 

in our community; the challenges that so many people face; the Christ-like service offered at the food bank; 

and the generosity of the community around us.  

 

Most of you already know that the Food Bank is a collaborative ministry of five (now four) Churches in the 

Byron area: Byron United, Byron Community, St. George’s Catholic, St. Anne’s Anglican, and Family of 

Faith, which recently closed. Between 30 and 40 volunteers from the churches and the community kept the 

Food Bank open and operating every Tuesday and Friday afternoon, even during the pandemic. Donations, 

both monetary and in-kind, from the churches and the community continued to come in. 

 

With the economy struggling, inflation soaring, and CERB benefits ending, the number of families coming to 

the food bank started to climb. War in the Ukraine brought many new families to the area, some of whom 

needed assistance while getting settled. As an example, in January 2022, 36 families came to the food bank for 

help; in January 2023, that number had risen to 92. Each month, an average of 15 new families come for help; 

thankfully over 50% of those families need help for just 2 or 3 months.  

 

Language issues were added to the financial, social, and medical challenges that families struggled with as 

they came for help. Our volunteers rose to all those challenges, continuing to serve families with care, 

compassion, and understanding - with grace.  

 

Families enjoy Byron Cares Food Bank; they like the respect, compassion, and friendliness. They also like the 

choice. Instead of a pre-packed box, food checklists are provided for different sizes of families, using a 

standard list of the most-requested products. Choices are offered in each category, and they can also choose 3-

items from a “Pick 3” table, made up of donated items not in our regular inventory.  

 

We calculated the approximate value of foods being given to families; at present, that adds up to about $650 

each day the food bank is open.  

 

The food bank is made possible by donations from church members, individuals and businesses in the 

community, and by social organizations. In-kind donations keep the shelves stocked each week; donations 

appear when they are most needed. We especially rejoice when cash donations are received as they allow us to 

purchase essential items that are not donated. We stretch those dollars as far as possible by strategic 

purchasing. 

 

Dick and I have been so richly blessed by our service at the food bank! We get so much more back than we 

ever give. We are touched every day by the family stories, the service of the volunteers, and the donations! 

Byron United Church members have been so responsive to the needs of people around them. We feel 

privileged to be part of this church family. Thank you for allowing us to do this work on your behalf. 

 

Marilyn Walker 

 



 
 

   April 2nd  Palm Sunday  10:00 am 
    

   April 7th  Good Friday   10:00 am 
    Communion 
   
   April 9th  Easter Sunday  10:00 am  
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               FINANCIAL UPDATE 
 

At the Annual Meeting on March 12th the congregation passed a budget which 

requires a 4% increase in General Fund Givings to meet our ongoing expenses. 

We are pleased to report that to date givings have met the needed amount. 

Thank you for your faithful support of our church.  

 

 
    
 

 
                                      Easter Treasure Hunt 
 

                                  Saturday, April 8th 11:00 am 
 

   To register your children or 
   grandchildren please call the  
   church office: 519-471-1250 
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