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Westpointe wins first EM Cup!

In a contest where two teams succeeded for the first time
in reaching the finals, Grande Prairie (Alta.) defeated Fort
Frances (Ont.) 5-1 to win the EM Cup on
November 14, 2010, in Steinbach, Man.

There were 18 teams total, 12 in the
regular draw and six in the recreational
draw. One team came from Alberta, one
from Ontario, and 16 from Manitoba.

In the semi-finals Grande Prairie
beat Ridgewood 10-1 and Fort Frances
beat Blumenort 5-4.

It was the first time that Grande Prairie or Fort Frances
had made it to the finals and that no Manitoba teams were
represented in the final game.

We raised $800 for Athletes in Action.

Another EM Cup has come and gone, and once again it
has been a success.

As my first year of being part of the tournament com-
mittee, | made some new friends and witnessed some great
camaraderie and fellowship.

The game of hockey doesn’t always glorify God, but I feel,
for the most part, all the teams involved came out to do just
that and had lots of fun as well.

We were treated to the SBC “Blue Man” who spent some
time on Albert Martens’ (Athletes in Action) treadmill, and
one team even brought a couple of buckets of chicken to eat
on the bench during their final game.

Congratulations are in order to Grande Prairie
(Westpointe Community Church) for coming out from
Alberta and becoming this year’s EM Cup champions.

Do you know who was the “Blue Man”? Send us your guess
and your contact information. Your name will be entered
into a single draw for a Steinbach Bible College gift pack
provided by Patrick Friesen. Send The Messenger an e-
mail (messenger@emconf.ca) or call us at 204-326-6401 by
February 11, 2011.

Fort Frances and Grande Prairie competed in the final game. Westpointe Community Church (Grande Prairie) won 5-1.
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Another EM Cup has come
and gone, and once again it
has been a success.

I just want to thank all the teams and their churches for
participating in the event, Albert Martens and Athletes in
Action for being a part of the tourna-
ment, Gerald Reimer for his contribu-
tions, all the referees and time keepers
who took the time to help us out.

Thank you to the sponsors (Steve’s
Livestock Transport and Parks Livestock
of Canada) for the Gatorade for all the
players, to the arena staff for doing
an excellent job of taking care of all our requests, to Colin
Loewen for taking care of all the little details, and to Colin’s
wife for waiting until after the tournament to have the baby.

Thank you to all the fans who came out to watch, and
to our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ for giving us the op-
portunity to have a tournament like this.

Cam Friesen

Gerald Reimer presents the EM
Cup trophy to Jared Schroeder.

PHOTOS: CAM FRIESEN
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Creating a culture for recovery

WINKLER, Man.—With the shift to “person-centred recov-
ery,” a shift is happening in thinking about mental illness:
the focus is on recovery with the attainable goal of a better
life.

So said American psychiatrist Dr. Mark Ragins at the
second annual lecture series of Eden Health Care Services in
Winkler, Man., on October 4, 2010.

The impact of having a mental illness can be disabling
and powerfully affect the family and a person’s self image.

Mental health professionals have focused on treating
the symptoms of the disease. The revolution empowers the
individual to be in charge of their recovery. Treatment is
directed towards the person; recovery is what the individual
experiences.

Dr. Ragins, a prominent character in Steve Lopez’s book
The Soloist (and 2009 movie), has dedicated his life to re-
creating, improving and sustaining mental health recovery

programs.
Important is the concept that recovery focuses on assist-
ing the individual to make gains in all areas of their lives, not
just treating the illness.
Recovery works at building the person’s inner resilience,
strengthening them to make it through tough times and

overcome the illness’s effects. It is movement from caretak-
ing to empowering.

Power and control are put in the person’s hands.
Medications, where necessary, are to improve the quality of
life, not simply relieve the symptoms.

Not just professionals but family, friends, church and
community play a key role in recovery, he said. The com-
munity surrounding the person is important for recovery.

“The more we take care of (institutionalize) persons with
mental illness, they more they become crippled,” said Dr.
Ragins.

Recovery is counter-cultural, according to Dr. Ragins.
It is welcoming, engaging, accepting and emotionally con-
necting to people that society tends to reject.

The recovery model asks us to serve people who are un-
served or underserved. Our job is to help people with mental
illnesses find rightful places in our communities and some-
times to help our communities be better places.

For many persons with mental illness faith in God is a
part of their emotional and spiritual healing. A commu-
nity of “shared faith” must be promoted by acceptance and
blessing.

Eden

£ Eden Heali Care Services
Siggranting sronted heatth moeonnty
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Did S/?Eﬂk to Yo 2 2011 EMC
Convention
Theodidaktos: Journal for EMC theology and education seeks 3,500-word . . .
papers written on the “God spoke to me” phenomenon. What do EMCers Mission in the
come up with as to a theology on how God speaks today to his people?

What is the Mold of the
theological basis for such communication? Please inquire or send Master
submissions to Editor Darryl Klassen, Box 129, Kleefeld, MB ROA
0V0; kemc@mts.net; 204-377-4773. There is currently no honorarium JUIy 1-3, 2011
for submissions, but the Journal assists our theological education and Calgary, Alberta
discernment together.
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A ‘hinge moment’ in Canadian history

Every two years the Evangelical Fellowship of Canada, of
which EMC is a member, sponsors a major conference for its
constituency.

Bruce Clemenger, EFC President, has stated that
“Canadian Evangelicals are living in a hinge moment at this
point in church history.”

With this premise in mind, the organiz-
ers labeled this conference Hinge: a National
Church and Mission Dialogue Conference.

It was held November 16-18, 2010, at the
Holiday Inn in Mississauga, Ont.

General Secretary Tim Dyck and mod-
erator Richard Klassen represented EMC at
this conference.

The various presenters—Glenn Smith, Rick Hiemstra,
Arnold Neufeldt-Fast, Alan Hirsch, Gary Nelson, and Cam
Roxburgh—capably analyzed the current Canadian church
scene, laid a theological foundation, helped participants
think about what missional means and doesn’t mean, and
portrayed what that might look like in the Canadian context.

The conference, however, was about much more than
just listening to speakers. Meaningful times of listening
to God (via lectio divina) and significant group discussions

helped focus and solidify the themes and directions under
consideration.

Among the themes that came through quite forcefully
were:

1. God is not only a social God but also a missionary God.

2. In general, the church in Canada needs to wake up to

the fact that our country has changed, and
we, the church, need to embrace the new
opportunities available to us in this multi-
cultural context we now live in.

3. It appears that as a church we have
bought into the individualism and consum-
erism of the society we live in. We prefer to
live in our backyards (privacy) rather than

in our front yards (engagement).

4. One of the things that we leave behind is the separa-
tion of being and doing (dualism). We need to “be-live” the
gospel—really living out what we believe.

Audio and/or video recordings of conference sessions are
available through the EFC by email request (efc@evangeli-
calfellowship.ca).

Richard Klassen,
EMC Moderator

Four students injured, but God’s faithfulness revealed

STEINBACH, Man.—On October 11, 2010, four SBC students
were involved in an accident on their way back to college
after spending thanksgiving weekend in Swan River, Man.

Involved in the accident were Derek Penner, Jeremy
Penner, Gillian Hunt, and
Chana Wielinga.

This is Derek’s testimony of
God’s faithfulness through this
journey:

Life can change so quickly.
In fact, sometimes it only takes
a few seconds for everything to
change.

Driving back to school after
Thanksgiving with three other
students, I was in a serious vehi-
cle accident; we rolled six times,
and ended up nearly a football-
field length from the road.

The emergency personnel
that arrived on the scene didn’t
expect to find any survivors, but
God’s hand of protection was on
all four of us.

He saved us from what
should have been a far more

Derek Penner playing bass at Im-
pact with a cast on his right arm.
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disastrous accident. When I think of it that way, a broken arm
doesn’t seem so bad!

Since then, I have felt so encouraged—the number of
people supporting us through prayer is incredible.

This time has also brought me closer to God. I know that
He has great plans for each of our lives, or we wouldn’t be alive
right now.

I can live with a greater sense of purpose, knowing that
God still has more for me.

God has given me joy in these difficult circumstances, and
I'm excited to see what He has in store.

Derek, Jeremy and Chana returned to their studies a
week after the accident, recovering from broken bones, cuts
and bruises.

Gillian received injuries to her back and knees and is still
recovering, spending time in and out of the Health Sciences
Centre in Winnipeg. Please continue to pray for strength as
she recovers from this accident.

The students and staff have rallied around the students
involved in the accident and continue to support them in
prayer.

Derek, Jeremy, and Gillian attend the Community Bible
Fellowship (EMC) in Swan River. Chana and Gillian were
roommates prior to the accident.

Patrick Friesen,

SBC
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Former MCC director, J. M. Klassen, dies at 81

Under his leadership, a fledgling MCC Canada flourished

WINNIPEG, Man.—J.M. Klassen, whose com-
mitment and firm leadership helped shape MCC
Canada for more than two decades, died here on
December 23 at the age of 81.

Born Jacob Klassen in Zagradowka in what

‘UM’s determination, love for the
church, vision and skills enabled
a fledgling organization to grow,”

is now Ukraine, his family fled to Canada via
Germany in 1930. They eventually settled in south-

says Don Peters.

ern Manitoba along with tens of thousands of other

Mennonite immigrants.

Raised on a farm, he grew up to become a teacher, a
hospital administrator in Steinbach, an MCC volunteer and,
eventually, the executive director of MCC Canada from 1976

to 1984.

JM, as he was known, began his years with MCC in 1958
when he was appointed director of MCC’s programs in South

Korea.

MCC Canada came into being in 1964 and JM was ap-

pointed its first Executive Secretary.

Klassen.”

few people at the time would
have dreamed possible,” says
Don Peters, the current execu-
tive director of MCC Canada.
“MCC in Canada stands on the
shoulders of people like J.M.
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J.M. Klassen at the MCC offices
in 1983.

The funeral of J.M. Klassen was held at River East MB

Church in Winnipeg, Man., on December 28.

“IM’s determination, love for the church, vision and
skills enabled a fledgling organization to grow and do what

Writings Shared continued from p. 7

Christians and War: A Brief History of the Church’s
Teachings and Practices, A. James Reimer (Fortress Press,
2010), 192 pp. $9.99. ISBN 978-0-8006381-9-1. Reviewed by
Chuck Friesen, lay minister, Pleasant Valley EMC.

hristians and War is an easy
‘ read, not encumbering the
reader with thick scholarly
jargon, but challenging enough to
keep the scholarly attentive.
Reimer’s aim is to summarize the
Christian Church’s position on war
from the biblical era to the present.
That goal is certainly attained, albeit
in a very condensed fashion.
However, the paucity of the
book becomes its strength. It reads
like an outline with attached class
notes. In fact, Reimer confesses
that he utilized the rough draft of
the manuscript for this book as his
primary text for a course he taught at

the Toronto School of
Theology.
Reimer presents
a very uniform treat-
ment of the subject in
each historical period.
While two chapters
are dedicated to the
Reformation era, these were, after
all, very formative years. However,
Reimer does not over-emphasize one
period at the expense of another.
Reimer seems to lean towards
modalism. Therefore, the tran-
scendent God of the Old Testament
cannot be understood, and we
have no license to inquire of His

MCC Canada staff
':'hrli'llj:lr'_l':
Bl  Reimer's aim is
to summarize the
Christian Church’s

position on war from
the biblical era to
the present. That
goal is certainly
attained.

lack of pacifism, and yet Jesus,
God Incarnate, is the nonresistant
Redeemer.

This is confusing, and rather an
ill-constructed doctrine. For a sound
theological discourse on the Triune
Godhead’s Oneness, Archie Penner’s
The Divine Covenants is a good
starting point.
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Pastoral positions

Community Bible Fellowship Church of Swan
River, Man., is currently seeking a pastoral cou-
ple on either an interim basis (with negotiable
hours) or, depending on circumstances, a full-
time, permanent basis to serve a congregation of
about 75 on a Sunday morning in a community
of about 3,500.

Responsibilities could include preaching,
counseling, participation in team ministries,
visitation, evangelistic outreach to community,
direction setting in conjunction with Elder Team.
Our desire: a couple with passion for the Lord
and his work, a desire to explore God’s unlimited
potential through CBF, and administrative skills.

CFB oversees a small Christian school (about
35 students) on the premises. Our previous
pastor was involved in the lives of students and
staff, and we really appreciated his daily school
involvement.

If you have an appetite for the outdoors and
alonging to serve in a smaller community, we are
a friendly community with much potential for
church growth. We are ultimately looking for a
permanent pastor. Open communication will be
encouraged from an applicant to ensure inten-
tions and expectations are clearly understood.

Please contact: Terry Scales (204-525-2651),
Jake Reimer (204-734-4465), or Don Buhler
(204-734-2403).

Fort Garry Evangelical Mennonite Church
(fortgarryemc.ca) is searching for a university/
young adult pastor whom God has chosen to
help us reach University of Manitoba students
and young adults with the gospel of Jesus Christ.
We are a congregation of 250 located a block
from the U. of M. Fort Garry campus.

Supported by a committed discernment
group, this person will get to know the Fort Garry
campus and establish relationships with present
campus ministries. By creating relationships with
individuals, the pastor will support the develop-
ment of their faith by connecting them to people
at FGEMC. A second phase may include program
development.

Applicants must be able to embrace
and sign the FGEMC Statement of Faith.
Qualifications include a love for people, enthu-
siasm and determination, creativity and an abil-
ity to work independently. A graduate degree
and ministry experience on campus are assets.
Inquiries and resumes may be sent to Mark Plett,
Search Committee chair, Fort Garry EMC, 602
Pasadena Ave, Winnipeg, MB R3T 259 or e-mailed
msplett5@shaw.ca.

High Level Christian Fellowship is searching for
a full-time pastor. We are a congregation of
approximately 150 people located in northern
Alberta. For more information contact: Pete Fehr
at 780-926-6671 or email at pete@gbc2002Itd.
net.

Youth work

Rosenort Fellowship Chapel is seeking to fill
a full-time position of youth pastor. We are a
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congregation of approximately 150 attendees
located in Rosenort, Man. The position would
require successful applicant to lead both senior
and junior youth programs. We would like to see
some youth involvement in morning services
with possible pulpit opportunities. A recently
remodeled youth room in the church is used for
their weekly event.

We are looking for a person/couple with a
passion for God'’s word and a heart for our youth.
They are to be approachable, accountable, sup-
portive, missional to create real relationships
with the youth and disciple them. Starting date
is negotiable. If interested please contact Ryan
Friesen at 204-746-6345 or ryan@gninc.ca.

Rosenort EMC has a full-time youth pastor posi-
tion to begin immediately. REMC is a rural church
of approximately 300 members with regular
attendance of 250 people. Rosenort is situated
in southern Manitoba with agribusiness as the
main industry. Our church is a multi-generational
church with strong family ties.

We are looking for a youth pastor to work
with both junior youth (Grades 7-9) and senior
youth (Grades 10-12). The successful candidate
must have a deep desire to encourage our youth
to grow deeper in their relationship with Jesus
Christ; be committed to developing a mission
vision within our youth; provide opportunity for
leadership development for our youth; select,
train, and work with youth sponsors from within
the church family.

To submit a letter of application or request
information, contact Arlin Scharfenberg, ascharf-
enberg@xplornet.ca, 204-746-6154, Box 106, RR
1, Morris, MB ROG 1KO.

Crestview Fellowship is a small EMC church
on the west side of Winnipeg, Man., that is ac-
tively seeking out a half-time youth position.
Crestview is about 65-70 people with a small
number of youth aged kids, but many younger
children coming up. Our focus has also been to
the community surrounding the church.

The successful applicant will be an actively
growing follower of Christ who lives out their
faith in action and word, possesses a servant
heart for youth ministry, and is passionate about
reaching young people in the church and sur-
rounding community for Christ. Please contact
the church office at 204-837-9490, cfcemc@mts.
net, or 271 Hamilton Ave. Winnipeg, MB R2Y OH3.

The Bridge Drop-In (Arborg Youth for Christ) is
seeking a full-time program coordinator to
help launch and run a youth centre in Arborg,
Man. This exciting opportunity is revving up and
will soon be ready to go with a committed team
there to support and back you up!

Reporting to the Director and supported by
a committed steering committee, this person will
promote the ministry throughout the commu-
nity, develop the drop-in program and supervise
team members.

Applicants must be able to embrace and
sign the YFC Statement of Faith and Conduct.
Qualifications include a love for youth, drive and
determination, creativity and an ability to work
independently.

Email resume to Carissa Rempel at direc-
tor.arborgyfc@hotmail.ca; Arborg Youth For
Christ, Box 621, Arborg, MB ROC 0AO; or call
204-376-5686.

Other opportunities

MCC seeks applications for service workers
interested in relocating to Mexico for three years
to work in conservative Low German Mennonite
communities. All MCC workers must exhibit a
commitment to a personal Christian faith and
discipleship, active church membership and
nonviolent peacemaking. Ideally these positions
would be filled by couples able to speak Low
German, English and Spanish.

« Program Directors in Cuauhtemoc (needed
immediately)

« Program Managers in Nuevo Casas Grandes
(May 2011)

Contact John Janzen at 204-261-6381 or
johnjanzen@mennonitecc.ca.

MCC is accepting applications for SALT, a cross-
cultural service experience for Christian young
adults from the United States and Canada.

Serving and Learning Together (SALT) takes
participants beyond Facebook to another coun-
try where they meet people face to face, build
fascinating lives and add new friends. SALT vol-
unteers live more-with-less, simply and “green”
as they do practical service and watch God at
work.

Assignments range from computer work
to child care and church work to medical care.
Young adults teach, work in agriculture and ad-
vocate for the less fortunate. A complete listing
of openings can be found at salt.mcc.org, along
with an application and program information.

Applications should be submitted by Feb.
15, 2011, to ensure consideration for placement
in one-year assignments that begin August 2011.
Participants need to be single, 18 to 27 years old,
Canadian or U.S. citizens, actively participating in
the life of a Christian church and committed to
nonviolent peacemaking.

SALT is one of MCC's Global Service Learning
programs for young adults. To learn more about
MCC's other short-term programs, visit mcc.org/

gsl.

The Messenger does not sell
advertising, but provides free
space (classified and display)

to enhance our Conference, its
churches, boards and ministries;
inter-Mennonite agencies and
educational institutions; and the
wider church. Ads are not to be
for monetary benefit. To place an
ad, e-mail messenger@emconf.ca
or call 204-326-6401 and ask for
Rebecca Roman.
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EMCers add their voices!

Michael Brandt

Steven Dueck

Jacob Plett Siemens
1921-2010

Peacefully with family at his side on
March 6, 2010, Jac Siemens passed on to
be with his Lord and Saviour.

Greeting him upon his arrival was
his wife Tina whom he loved so deeply,
as well as many family and friends in
heaven.

Jac is survived by his six children,
Marilyn Kornelsen and husband Leo,
Glenn Siemens and wife Irene, Jerry
Siemens and wife Helen, Peter Siemens
and wife Angela, Val Kroeker and
husband Jerry, Elden Siemens and wife
Lynda.

Also left to cherish his memory are
16 grandchildren, 21 great-grandchildren
and one great-great-grandchild.

Jac was born on November 2, 1921,
in Rosenhoff, Man., the youngest of
three children born to Peter and Helena
Siemens. After the passing of Helena,
Peter remarried to Margaret Plett, Jac’s
stepmother from when he was the age of
seven years.

Jac was baptized on his profession of
faith into the Kleine Gemeide Church in
1943. On October 22, 1944, Jac married
the love of his life, Tina Eidse.

Their children were truly blessed to
witness the deep love that these two soul
mates shared with each other, as well as
the abundance of love they so freely gave
to their children.

Dad’s faith and trust in God was
strong and his daily prayer was that he
and Mom would someday be in Heaven
together with their whole family.

Dad leaves a great legacy of love,
caring, and doing good with all whose
lives he touched.

A farmer at heart, he began his
career at an early age, helping his father
and brother on their grain fields as well
as tending to the animals they kept. Dad
loved farming and settled his own family
on his favourite piece of earth, Pleasant
Valley, Man.

Many times later on in his life he
would fondly recollect the stories he

HEPBURN, Sask.—Two EMCers in
Bethany’s Starlight Choir are both
from Rosenort EMC: Michael Brandt
(tenor) and Steven Dueck (bass).

Bethany College

cherished so dearly of this simple time.
Dad would supplement his farming
income with jobs during the off season.

He drove truck for Rosenort Transfer
and worked shifts at the now defunct
Sugar Beet Factory in Winnipeg. Before
his official retirement he worked as a
custodian at Westfield Industries in
Rosenort.

Dad also loved working in his shop in
Riverside, welding gas tank stands, grain
scoops, mud scrapers, and picnic tables.

Dad will, however, be remembered
most for his tender and kind heart. A
man of very few words, he let his daily
walk do the talking for him.

His life and the legacy he leaves with
us are indeed gifts that will shape and
challenge us today and always. He leaves
with us a Christian example of a life
lived for Jesus.

Thank you to the community at the
Rosenort Heritage Apartments and to
the staff at Morris Hospital during Dad’s
last days and especially the night, we the
family, said our last goodbyes.

A celebration of Jac’s life was held
March 10, 2010, at Rosenort Evangelical
Mennonite Church in Rosenort, Man.,
under the care of the Morris Funeral
Home.

His Family
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Henry W. Kornelsen
1927-2011

On Saturday, December 18, 2010, Rev.
Henry W. Kornelsen, aged 83, peacefully
went into the presence of Jesus, with his
family at his side.

Henry was born in McTavish, Man.;
lived in Kleefeld, Man.; and completed
grade eight in Ridgewood.

At age 18 Henry left to work in a
harvest crew in the USA. This was fol-
lowed by logging in Vermillion Bay, Ont.,
and working at the P. B. Reimer store in
Steinbach, Man.

He also started a construction

Menno L. Reimer
1928-2010

Peacefully on October 17, 2010,
Menno Reimer passed away at Health
Sciences Centre in Winnipeg, Man., at
the age of 81 years.

He will be lovingly remembered by
his wife Eva Graves-Reimer; daughter
Julene and friend Jorge of Winnipeg;
daughter Sheryl and husband Robert
of Surrey, B.C.; son Reginald and wife
Valerie of Brandon; and son Darren and
wife Andrea of Steinbach; eight grand-
children, six sisters and five brothers,
and a large extended family.
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company with his brother Tony, as well
as farming.

He accepted the Lord as his personal
Saviour at the age of 18 and was baptised
in the Blumenort Kleine Gemeinde
Church. He married Tina Reimer on May
21, 1950.

He leaves to mourn his passing: Tina,
his loving wife of 60 years; six daughters,
Luella (Tony) Hiebert, Janice (John)
Barkman, Grace (Cornelius) Plett, Phyllis
(Jerry) Plett, Bernie (Herman) Wiebe,
Mavis (Gary) Unger; four sons, Garry
(Sharon), Wayne, Mark (Sheryl), Reg
(Sherri); 24 grandchildren, 15 great-
grandchildren, three brothers and four
sisters and their spouses; two sisters-in-
law and numerous nieces and nephews.

Henry was predeceased by his
parents, George and Annie Kornelsen;
one grandchild, Danae; two brothers and
one sister.

Dad was part of the outreach from
the Blumenort church, instrumental in
starting the Ridgewood EMC, elected
minister in 1959, elected pastor in 1964
and continued in that ministry for 28
years.

Menno was predeceased by his wife
Marion, one brother, and his parents.

Menno was born on November 1,
1928, to Jacob P. D. Reimer and Elizabeth
Loewen Reimer of Pleasant Valley, near
Morris, Man. He was baptized in 1948.

On September 27, 1953, he mar-
ried Marion Friesen of Kleefeld. They
farmed in the Rosenort area for 42 years
and moved to Winnipeg in 1995 for
retirement.

Along with the demands of farm-
ing, Menno was an active community
and church member, serving in a wide
range of capacities, from Sunday School
Superintendent, songleader, chair of
the church building committee, credit
union board member, EMC Missions
Auxiliary and conference delegate,
and, more recently in Winnipeg, on the
condominium board.

After being a widower for eight years,
he married Eva Graves of Steinbach on
April 3, 2010. He was a member of Fort
Garry EMC.

The family extends gratitude to Dr.
Dwayne Funk and staff on the Medical
Intensive Care Unit at Health Sciences

This was followed by five years of
church planting in Fort Frances, Ont.;
and various short-term ministries in
Mexico, Paraguay, Niverville (Man.),
Creighton (Sask.), Leamington (Ont.),
and Paradise Village (near Ste. Anne,
Man.).

He served as the moderator of the
EM Conference for six years and was on
the board of Steinbach Bible College for
16 years.

Dad’s caring, unselfish heart, and
enduring faith ruled his life.

The family wishes to thank Dr.
Krahn and the Rest Haven nursing staff
for the tender loving care given to Dad.

The funeral service for Henry W.
Kornelsen was held on Dec. 22, 2010,
at Ridgewood EMC with pastors Stan
Hamm and Travis Thiessen and son
Garry Kornelsen officiating.

Pallbearers were Sheldon Hiebert,
Donovan Kornelsen, Alicia Hill, Tyson
Kornelsen, Lindsay Reimer, Ivan Plett,
Nathan Wiebe, and Danielle Unger.

Interment was in the Ridgewood
EMC cemetery.

His Family

Centre for their compassionate and
expert care.

A viewing and memorial service
were held at Birchwood Funeral Chapel,
Steinbach, on Thursday, October 21,

2010 at 7 p.m. Funeral services were held
at the Rosenort Evangelical Mennonite
Church on Friday, October 22 at 2

p-m., with interment at the Rosenort
Cemetery.

Donations were welcomed in his
memory for Inner City Youth Alive or the
Canada Food Grains Bank.

His Family

Check out the EMC website:
www.emconference.ca

& emnc
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Harry R. Friesen
1941-2010

We grieve the death of our husband,
our father, our grandfather, and friend
Harry Friesen.

He was born on December 29, 1941,
to Cornelius and Marie Friesen. He spent
his first 15 years of life living in Landmark,
Man.

He was baptized at the age of 15 in the
Prairie Rose EM Church. He then moved
with his family to Riverton, Man., to clear
farmland and support the new Mennville
EM Church. He left home at age 19 to
study at the Steinbach Bible Institute.

He was married to Levina Thiessen on
August 28, 1965. They were married for 45
years.

After their first child Sheldon
Bruce was born, Harry enrolled at the
Mennonite Brethren Bible College and the
University of Winnipeg. During this time
their second and third children were born,
Layton Boyd and Lendra Bernette.

In 1972 the family drove to Belize
where he taught at King’s College for two
years. They moved back to Riverton two
years later where his fourth child, Galen
Brent, was born.

In 1984 the family moved to Seminole,
Texas, where Harry taught school and
pastored for five years. Harry and Levina
returned to pastor there in 1993.

In 1998 they moved to Steinbach,
Man., and have lived there to the present.
His retirement years included countless
trips with Levina to Kansas, Texas, Mexico
and Paraguay to support church planting
with Mennonite people.

Harry will be remembered as a kind
and generous man. Many have shared how
Dad showed his enthusiasm to see them.

He will be remembered as endlessly
curious of almost everything. Farming
practices, human biology, astronomy;,
theology, food preparation, fitness, music,
and trees were only a few of the subjects he
loved to study and to teach others about.

He will be remembered as a thought-
ful minister, spending days and nights up
with people who needed him. His preach-
ing was passionate and devoted to the
great love of his life, the holy scriptures.

He loved the churches in Seminole,
Texas; Copeland, Kansas; and Rio Verde,
Paraguay.

Harry loved his family deeply. His
grandchildren blossomed under his
hearty delight in their hobbies, art and
antics.

He was willing to be different, he was
careful to be scriptural, he was gracious
and hospitable to people he could not
understand. He loved the simple pleasures
of friendship, forest, soil, and food.

He suffered a stroke on Sunday
evening, September 12, 2010, after a day
of visiting with family. He passed away
on Thursday, September 17. His dying was
surrounded by the love of church, family,
and friends.

He leaves behind his beloved wife
Levina, and his children and grand-
children: Sheldon; Layton and Glenda
with Carmen and Marcus; Lendra with
Cheyanne and Geneva; and Galen and
Kristin with India and Nyka.

He was predeceased by his sister
Caroline, his brother Albert, his nephew
Terrence, his brother David, his parents
Cornelius and Marie, his grandchild Tai
(before birth), and his sister-in-law Barb.

The family wishes to thank everyone
for love and support.

His Family

births

BRAES - to Brendan and Christina Braes of
Grande Prairie, Alta., a daughter, Malaina Joy,
on Sept. 7, 2010.

BUECKERT - to Jerry and Mandy Bueckert of
Grande Prairie, Alta., a daughter, Shaylee Faith,
on Oct. 1, 2010.

DERKSEN - to Martin and Emily Derksen of
Grande Prairie, Alta., a daughter, Alyvia Jordyn,
on Sept. 11, 2010.

DIGNEAN - to Trevor and Kellie Dignean of
Hudson Bay, Sask., a son, Braxton Andy, on
April 28, 2010.

DRIEDGER - to Darcy and Valerie Driedger of
Grande Prairie, Alta., a son, Logan James, on
Nov. 24, 2010.

DRIEDGER - to Larry and Monica Driedger
of Grande Prairie, Alta., an adopted daughter,
Kreiden Taleana, on Oct. 8, 2010.

British Columbia

no events currently

Alberta

no events currently

Saskatchewan

no events currently

Manitoba

Jan. 28: Campus Visit Day, Canadian
Mennonite University, Winnipeg, 9 a.m.
to 3 p.m., www.cmu.ca/campusvisit.html

Jan. 29: CSSM Ministries National
Banquet, Winnipeg E. Free Church,
500 Lagimodiere Blvd, Winnipeg, 204-
667-8207 (free, reservations required)

Nov. 27: EMC Conference Council
meeting, 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. (registration at
8:30 a.m.), Steinbach EMC, 422 Main
St, Steinbach, info@emconf.ca, www.
emconference.ca.

Nov. 27-29: Rest and Renewal,
EMC Ministerial Retreat; for current
and former pastors, associates,
missionaries, elders, deacons, and
spouses; Wilderness Edge, Pinawa;
wparkinson@emconf.ca; www.
emconference.ca.

Ontario

no events currently

FRIESEN - to Bryon and Courtney Friesen of
Winnipeg, Man., a daughter, Kate Makenna, on
Oct. 17, 2010.

HIEBERT - to Abe and Susie Hiebert of Aylmer,
Ont., a son, Matthew Abram, on Dec. 16, 2010.
HIEBERT - to Jordan and Debbie Hiebert of
Winnipeg, Man., a daughter, Emily Elizabeth, on
Nov. 16, 2010.

KLASSEN - to Henry and Lena Klassen of

Aylmer, Ont., a son, Sawyer John, on Dec. 4,
2010.

LOEWEN-WATSON - to Brent and Tanya
Loewen-Watson of Winnipeg, Man., a daughter
and a son (twins), Sarah Ruth and Ivan Glenn,
on Dec. 18, 2010.

PAULS - to John and Karen Pauls of Winnipeg,
Man., a son, Korbin John Elijah Seth, on Dec.
16, 2010.

PLETT - to Jeremy and Erin Plett of Winnipeg,
Man., a daughter, Jamie Esther, on Dec. 4, 2010.
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pictures of God

by Joanna Plett

Praying for power

few days ago [ was reading
Paul’s prayer in Ephesians
3:14-21 and discovered a

misunderstanding I have with God.

“For this reason,” prays Paul, “I
kneel before the Father, from whom
every family in heaven and on earth
derives its name. I pray that out of
his glorious riches he may strength-
en you with power through his Spirit
in your inner being, so that...”

“you may live pure and holy
lives,” I add, or “so that you may
do good to your neighbours” or “so
that you may share your faith more
effectively.” But this power is not
poured out on us to do good works,
but “so that Christ may dwell in [our]
heart[s] through faith.”

Paul’s chief longing
for Christ-followers is
that we woylqg Start to
grasp the love Gog

has for us so that we

Can StOp trymg to
earn it,

It struck me how quickly I
assume that God’s power is mostly
poured out to help us do good things
and to help us be nice people, but
Paul prays for this outpouring at the
core of our salvation. God expends
his “glorious riches,” pours out his
power, and sends his Spirit to make
it possible simply for Christ to dwell
in my heart.

What I tend to see as the result of
an altar call, a prayer of repentance
or a quick jog through the four spiri-
tual laws is actually an ongoing work
of the Spirit in our inner beings.

“And I pray that you, being rooted
and established in love,” Paul contin-
ues, “may have power, together with
all the Lord’s holy people....”
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“Now we’re on to good works!”
my subconscious tells me. We've got
salvation in place and were rooted
and established in love, so now the
power must be applied to doing.

But Paul prays for power “to
grasp how wide and long and high
and deep is the love of Christ, and
to know this love that surpasses
knowledge—that you may be filled
to the measure of all the fullness of
God.”

Even in this phrase I find myself
trying to insert a challenge to good
works in at least two more places
while Paul prays for supernatural
power to get a handle on God’s
incredible love for us.

Although Paul does eventually
teach on how our faith plays out in
our lifestyles and relationships, his
chief'longing for Christ-followers is
that we would somehow get it, that
Christ would be alive in our hearts
and not just be a ticket to heaven,
that we would start to grasp the love
God has for us so that we can stop
trying to earn it.

When my faith is dependent on
the power of the Holy Spirit and on
God’s glorious riches, and when my
mind begins to comprehend the full-
ness of his love for me, I can begin to
live out my faith in freedom and not
out of obligation.

[ am challenged to pray this
prayer for myself more often—that
God would strengthen me so that
Christ will live in my heart and that
He will give me power to understand
his love more fully so that I can
be filled to the measure of all the
fullness of God.
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stewardship today
by Mike Sirathdee

Usufruct—use of fruit

Think much about use of fruit?

A year ago Beryl Jantzi, a
U.S. stewardship educator,
told a gathering of pastors that
they should ponder the concept of
Usufruct.

Usufruct is the legal right to use
and derive profit from something
that belongs to another person, so
long as the property is not damaged.

The concept dates back to Roman
times. The word doesn’t appear in
the Bible, but it has great application
to a Christian worldview.

Spend some time with it and you
will to realize there is a rich vein to
be mined.

Usufruct comes from the Latin
expression usus et fructus, meaning

—
‘-

using and enjoyment. We can also
think of “use of fruit.”

How do we use the fruits of our
life for our enjoyment, in ways that
honour God and aren’t damaging to
God’s property?

We'’re called to do both. And
God’s property is everything we have
been given.

As we accept God’s lordship
and ownership of all, our conduct
becomes relevant to a discussion of
use of fruit.

God told Moses that people
working the land need to leave some
of the harvest for the less fortunate:
“Now when you reap the harvest of
your land, you shall not reap to the
very corners of your fields, nor shall
you gather the gleanings of your
harvest” (Leviticus 19:9).

The media and culture of our
world encourage us to harvest right
to the edge of the field, and often
beyond, unfortunately.

We live in a country where the
average person spends $1.47 for every

How do we use the
fruits of our life for our

“  enjoyment, in ways

that honour God and
aren’t damaging to
God'’s property?

dollar they earn, where a staggering
proportion of the trillion dollar debt
Canadians owe was put on credit
cards for things that have no lasting
temporal, let alone eternal, value.

Leaving anything around the
edges, let alone for anyone else’s
benefit, is a countercultural concept.

Richard Swenson, in his book
Margin, stresses the need to leave
space, or margin, in four areas of
our lives: finances, physical energy,
emotional energy and time.

Part of that involves the word,
“No.” If we are given 100 good
choices, but can only do or buy 10 of
them, we have to say no go times.

It’s a question of being commit-
ted to under-scheduling our lives
and budgets, to “leaving room to
respond to the unexpected that God
sends our way,” in Swenson’s words.

Swenson’s book has been around
for decades. Its cover was incredibly
compelling: it pictured an expired
parking meter, a sad metaphor for
how our society often lives.

To live in the heart of God—to
grow into faithful, joyful giving—
means that we have to do the hard
work of thinking about and working
at things that aren’t so common.

We are to live with margin in
our lives, to be ever conscious of our
responsibility to carefully steward
the fruit that God has provided.

Mike Strathdee is a stewardship
consultant at the Kitchener, Ont., office
of Mennonite Foundation of Canada
(MFC). For stewardship education and
estate and charitable gift planning,
contact your nearest MFC office or
visit Mennofoundation.ca.
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kids’ corner

Something new!

appy New Year! It’s 2011!
What's special about a
new year?

First, it’s a new number we haven’t
seen before. And it makes us look
forward to something new, or for a
chance to do better.

Also it’s a tradition for some people
to make a New Year’s Resolution, a
promise to yourself to do or learn a
certain thing.

Maybe you want to skate better,
practice spins, the toe loop, or the
half flip. Your goal may be to play on
a team. You may want to learn new
chords on the guitar or read the entire
Narnia series.

You may want to get better grades
in school. Whatever it may be it’s your
new thing.

On the Christian calendar the New
Year and Christmas are connected
by one week. They
are connected in
another way too.
Each one celebrates

: ACROSS
something new. 2. Frozen water
Two thousand 5. Sport—going down
years ago something thg moc:mtam o
. aboar
new happened; it 6. Sport—going down
had never happened the mountain on skis

before. A baby was Opposite of hot
born who was the
Saviour for all people
in the whole world.

This was the
Saviour God for
which people had
been waiting. Their
wait was over. Jesus
the Messiah had

come.

= @O

DOWN
Sliding on ice

Winter house
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Where you skate
Shoes to walk on top of snow
0. Popular winter sport

These are formed by dripping water that freezes
Downhill fun on this simple type of sled

Pulled over snow by horses and dogs
White flakes from the clouds

by Loreena Thiessen

Mary knew that Jesus, her son, was
also God’s Son (Luke 1:35). The angel
Gabriel had told her.

As a young boy Jesus reminded
her of this (Luke 2:49). This was a new
thing. It had not happened before.

As a man Jesus taught something
new. He taught that he had come to
heal people of their broken hearts
and hurt bodies, to set them free, and
make them see.

Jesus commanded bad spirits to
leave and healed people of high fevers.
He showed Simon Peter where to fish
to fill his boat.

Some people were very angry. They
could not accept this new thing.

But the people who were healed
and helped knew who he was; “You are
the Christ, the Son of God!” they said
(Luke 4:41).

Jesus taught that the Sabbath, the
day of rest, was about honouring God.
He taught that he would protect his

winter puzzle

followers when they were afraid in the
storm (Luke 8:24- 25).

He taught that when you talk to
God, he hears and will answer you. He
taught that if you have a little faith, it
will grow into a bigger faith.

He taught that he came to save
those people who search for him. The
story of Zacchaeus is an example (Luke
19:1-10).

All of these actions and lessons
were new. In the past there were harsh
laws that hurt people. They ignored
and separated the poor and sick from
others.

Jesus came to change this. He
wanted everyone to come to him so
that he could heal them and save
them.

This is the new thing. This is why
the angel said, “Do not be afraid, for
behold, I bring you good tidings of
great joy which will be to all people”
(Luke 2:10).
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Answers

THE MESSENGER

Evangelical Mennonite Conference
440 Main Street

Steinbach, MB R5G 175

Publications Mail Agreement #40017362
Registration #09914

Across: 2. ice, 5. snowboarding, 6. skiing, 7. cold, 8. rink,

9. snowshoes, 10. hockey

Down: 1. skating, 2. icicles, 3. toboggan, 4. igloo, 5. sled, 9. snow



