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Welcome	to	the	latest	issue	of	The	Olive	Press!		We	
are	 delighted	 to	 be	 able	 to	 bring	 you	 this	 edi2on	
electronically	during	this	season	of	isola2on.	

When	 we	 chose	 the	 theme	 of	 “Encouragement,”	
we	 had	 no	 idea	 of	 the	 challenges	 we’d	 all	 be	
experiencing	 at	 this	 moment:	 events	 have	 been	
cancelled,	schools	have	shiKed	online,	and	we	as	a	
church	 family	 are	 mee2ng	 together	 each	 Sunday	
via	 ZOOM	 rather	 than	 in	 our	 church	 building.	
Physical	 distancing	 requirements	 govern	 our	 day-
to-day	lives.

These	 challenges	 are	 great.	 	 But	 God	 is	 greater.	
And	 He	 will	 never	 leave	 us.	 As	 the	 Lord	 told	
Gideon,	“I	will	be	with	you...”	I	have	that	posted	on	
my	 fridge.	 It	 encourages	 me,	 knowing	 that	 the	
promise	God	made	to	Gideon,	He	makes	to	us,	too.	
We	 can	 trust	 in	 His	 Word	 no	 maYer	 what	
challenges	we	face.	

As	 you	 read	 the	 stories	 and	 ar2cles	 inside	 this	
issue,	 we	 pray	 you	 will	 be	 encouraged.	 And	 may	
God	refresh	your	spirit	with	His	hope	and	peace.

May	the	God	who	gives	hope,
	fill	you	with	great	joy.

May	you	have	perfect	peace
	as	you	trust	in	Him.

May	the	power	of	the	Holy	Spirit
	fill	you	with	hope.

																																																		Romans	15:13
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"Because of my chains...be encouraged"
Pastor Martin Baxter

I	 began	my	 leYer	 in	 our	 recent	 2019	Annual	 Congrega2on	Report	 by	 saying,	 “As	 I	 sit	 in	 front	 of	my	
computer	screen	gazing	down	at	the	leYers	on	my	keyboard,	I	am	at	a	loss.”	Actually,	I	feel	a	bit	of	déjà	
vu	coming	on.	Angela	told	me	about	the	theme	for	this	issue	of	The	Olive	Press	a	long	2me	ago	and	she	
has	 reminded	 me	 numerous	 2mes	 about	 genng	 my	 ar2cle	 wriYen.	 I’ll	 admit	 it;	 I	 have	 been	
procras2na2ng.	 Probably	 because	 I	 am	 not	 sure	 what	 to	 say	 to	 you	 all	 about	 the	 theme	 of	
“encouragement.”	My	 reason	 for	 that	 is	 simple.	 You	 folks	 have	 been	 such	 an	 encouragement	 to	me	
recently	 I	 don’t	 think	 you	 need	 to	 be	 told	 anything	more	 about	 being	 an	 encouragement,	 just	 keep	
doing	what	you	are	doing.	Well	done,	good	and	faithful	servants.

But	I	know	if	I	was	to	submit	the	above	paragraph	as	my	completed	ar2cle,	Angela	would	send	it	right	
back	and	“encourage”	me	to	write	some	more.

Last	year	we	went	through	Paul’s	leYer	to	the	church	in	Philippi	and	I	emphasized	that	the	major	theme	
in	that	leYer	is	joy.	Paul	is	full	of	joy	despite	his	circumstances	because	his	joy	relates	to	his	partnership	
with	others	 in	 the	service	of	 the	Gospel	of	 Jesus.	One	of	 the	verses	we	didn’t	 really	emphasize	 too	
much	in	that	leYer	comes	right	in	the	introduc2on	where	Paul	says	this:

Now	I	want	you	to	know,	brothers	and	sisters,	that	what	has	happened	to	me	has	actually	
served	to	advance	the	gospel.		As	a	result,	it	has	become	clear	throughout	the	whole	palace	
guard	and	to	everyone	else	that	I	am	in	chains	for	Christ.		And	because	of	my	chains,	most	of	
the	brothers	and	sisters	have	become	confident	in	the	Lord	and	dare	all	the	more	to	proclaim	
the	gospel	without	fear.																																																																																							Philippians	1:12-14

Did	you	spot	what	Paul	just	said?	Bound	in	chains,	locked	in	a	damp,	dreary	prison	cell,	Paul	makes	a	
staggering	claim.	Paul	asserts	that	the	Gospel	is	advancing,	basically	spreading,	because	of	the	situa2on	
he	is	in.	How?	Because,	he	suggests,	his	fellow	believers	have	become	confident	in	the	Lord.	Literally,	
Paul	says,	they	have	become	encouraged	to	speak	the	Word	of	God	more	courageously	and	fearlessly.

How	does	that	make	any	sense	at	all?	They	are	encouraged	because	Paul	 is	 in	prison.	Perhaps	if	Paul	
was	sinng	in	his	penthouse	suite,	with	an	unobstructed	view	of	Burrard	Inlet	because	he	had	become	
such	a	successful	public	figure,	we	might	well	be	encouraged	to	follow	in	his	footsteps,	to	do	what	he	
did,	 to	 strive	 to	 become	what	 he	 has	 become.	 But	wallowing	 in	 a	 prison	 cell	 is	 supposed	 to	 be	 an	
encouragement.	How	on	earth	does	that	make	sense?

It	doesn’t.	 	Let’s	be	real,	folks.	It	doesn’t.	If	I	was	arrested	next	Sunday	in	the	middle	of	preaching	the	
sermon,	because	 I	was	preaching	about	 Jesus,	how	many	of	you	would	go	home	encouraged	 in	your	
faith?	How	many	of	you	would	become	enthusias2c	about	sharing	your	faith	in	public?	I	am	sure	some	
of	you	might	well	be	thankful	that	my	sermon	was	cut	short,	but	would	you	be	encouraged?	(That	last	
sentence	was	a	joke,	I	hope!)

We	read	some	of	these	verses	in	the	text	and	we	accept	them	all	too	easily,	but	if	we	allowed	the	text	
to	 truly	come	alive	 in	our	personal	 lives,	would	we	be	 joy-filled	or	 shudder	at	 the	 thought?	Arrested	
because	of	worshipping	Jesus!	What	could	possibly	be	encouraging	about	that?

Let	me	suggest	a	second	text	to	seek	some	clarifica2on	regarding	encouragement:	Revela2on	2:8-11.	To	
the	church	in	Smyrna,	Jesus	sends	this	message	to	encourage	them	in	their	faith:

These	are	the	words	of	him	who	is	the	First	and	the	Last,	who	died	and	came	to	life	again.	I	know	your	afflicKons	and	your	poverty—yet	you	are	rich.
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Jesus	knows	their	afflic2ons.	He	knows	about	Paul	
in	prison.	He	 knows	about	 suffering	 and	 troubles.	
So,	 what’s	 He	 going	 to	 do	 about	 such	 things?	
Surely	 the	 answer	 is	He	will	 relieve	 them	of	 their	
troubles,	He	will	set	Paul	free,	He	will	liK	the	heavy	
burdens	from	peoples’	shoulders	and	establish	His	
faithful	 in	 penthouse	 suites	 to	 live	 in	 comfort,	
luxury,	 and	 sheer	 bliss.	No,	He	 doesn’t.	 He	might	
for	some,	but	generally,	He	doesn’t.	Why	not,	and	
why	 would	 that	 be	 an	 encouragement?	 Because	
Jesus	is	the	One	who	died	and	came	to	life.

We	know	that,	don’t	we?	In	Revela2on,	Jesus	is	the	
Lion	 of	 Judah	 who	 appears	 as	 a	 slain	 lamb.	 In	
Philippians,	 we	 read	 about	 Jesus,	 being	 in	 very	
nature	God,	considered	what	that	meant	and	so	He	
humbled	himself,	became	a	servant	of	all,	and	died	
on	 a	 cross.	 We	 know	 that	 Jesus	 is	 the	 Suffering	
Servant,	 and	 as	 such	 His	 followers	 should	 not	 be	
surprised	that	by	walking	in	the	footsteps	of	Jesus	
we	 are	 going	 to	 endure	 hardship.	 It	 proves,	
improves,	 and	 nurtures	 our	 faith.	 We	 know	 that,	
but	are	we	encouraged	by	 it?	Would	we	embrace	
such	hardship	if	it	came	to	us	because	of	our	faith?

Let’s	 think	 about	 that	 further.	 If	 becoming	 a	
Chris2an	meant	 that	 from	 that	point	on	one’s	 life	
would	 be	 heavenly	 bliss,	 wouldn’t	 everyone	
become	 believers?	 Who	 wouldn’t	 claim	 belief	 in	
order	 to	 enter	 an	 abundant	 life	 of	 pleasure,	 joy,	
and	 prosperity?	 But	 would	 they	 truly	 be	 in	 a	
rela0onship	 with	 the	 God	 who	 loved	 them	 so	
much	 He	 came	 and	 died	 for	 them?	 Doubvul	 at	
best,	I	would	say.	God	would	be	nothing	more	than	
a	means	to	a	more	blissful	 life.	But	He	is	not	that.	
He	should	never	become	that	 in	our	 lives.	 Let	me	
encourage	you	right	now	–	if	Jesus	 is	 just	the	One	
who	saved	you	from	going	to	the	other	place	when	
you	 die,	 stop!	 Imagine	 being	 in	 a	 long-term	
rela2onship	 with	 someone	 and	 the	 only	 reason	
you	stay	in	it	is	because	your	partner	pays	your	bills	
so	 you	 can	 live	 the	 life	 you	want	 to	 live.	 Imagine	
being	in	such	a	rela2onship	that	lacks	any	in2macy	
at	 all.	 You	might	 as	well	 live	 completely	 separate	
lives.	 Your	 so-called	 partner	 could	 just	 send	 e-
transfers.	You	would	never	have	to	see	them,	speak	
to	them,	or	interact	with	them	again.	That	is	not	a	
rela2onship;	 it	 is	 a	 contractual	 agreement.	 Jesus	
does	not	want	that	with	you.	Jesus	does	not	want	
to	 live	 separate	 from	 you.	 He	 died	 to	 bridge	 that	
separa2on.	 He	 wants	 you	 and	 me	 to	 fall	 in	 love	
with	Him	as	He	is	with	us.

I	 reckon	 the	 reason	 Paul’s	 fellow	 believers	 were	
encouraged	 by	 his	 situa2on	 was	 because	 they	
could	 see	 the	 joy-filled	 Paul	 overflowing	with	 the	
grace	 and	 love	 he	 had	 received	 from	 being	 in	
rela2onship	 with	 Jesus,	 and	 they	 wanted	 to	
experience	 that	 for	 themselves.	 No	 maYer	 what,	
they	wanted	to	be	united with Jesus,	the	way	Paul	
clearly	was.	

Do	you	want	the	same?

This	Lent	we	are	walking	through	the	Bible.	I	began	
the	series	asking,	“How	would	you	summarize	the	
Bible?”	 Is	 it	 just	 a	 book	 that	 convinces	 us	we	 are	
sinners	and,	thanks	be	to	God,	Jesus	 is	the	means	
to	become	forgiven	for	those	sins?	As	such,	we	can	
live	 the	 rest	 of	 our	 lives	 on	 earth	 as	 forgiven	
sinners?	 There	 is	 more	 to	 it	 than	 that.	 We	 were	
made	 from	 and	 to	 be	 in	 deep	 rela2onships.	 We	
were	 created	 to	 be	 naked	 and	 unashamed.	 We	
were	 created	 to	 feast	 from	 the	 Tree	 of	 Life.	 That	
happens	when	we	become	united	with	Jesus,	 like	
an	ISH	and	an	ISHAH.	

Let	me	encourage	you	right	now.	Ask	yourself	this.	
For	whom	would	you	go	to	prison	in	order	to	save?	
For	 whom	 would	 you	 give	 your	 life	 so	 that	 they	
could	 live?	 I	know	two	girls	whom	I	 love	 so	much	
to	 do	 those	 things.	 Love	 involves	 a	 deep	 life-
commitment	that,	in	prac2ce,	causes	us	to	be	and	
do	the	best	for	the	one(s)	we	love.

Paul	loved	Jesus	so	much	he	was	prepared	to	go	to	
prison	in	order	to	spread	the	Gospel	to	others;	that	
Jesus	loved	them	so	much	He	died	for	them.

I	hope	my	 rela2onship	with	 Jesus	 is	 deep	enough	
that	I	would	likewise	gladly	give	Him	everything.

What	about	you?



Then	he	got	into	the	boat,	and	his	disciples	followed	him.	Suddenly,	a	furious	storm	
came	up	on	the	lake,	so	that	the	waves	swept	over	the	boat.	But	Jesus	was	sleeping.	
The	disciples	went	and	woke	him,	saying,	"Lord,	save	us!	We're	going	to	drown!"	He	
replied,	"You	of	liVle	faith,	why	are	you	so	afraid?"	Then	he	got	up	and	rebuked	the	
winds	and	the	waves,	and	it	was	completely	calm.	The	men	were	amazed	and	asked,	
"What	kind	of	man	is	this?	Even	the	winds	and	the	waves	obey	him!"	

MaVhew	8:23-27

We	 live	 in	 "stormy"	 2mes.	 In	 the	 last	 few	 weeks,	 everything	 that	 we	 have	 taken	 for	 granted	 has	
profoundly	 changed.	 Our	 children	 cannot	 go	 to	 school,	 have	 fun	 in	 the	 playgrounds,	 see	 friends	 and	
family,	 and	we	cannot	gather	 together	as	a	 community	of	 faith.	 Social	distancing	 is	 safe	and	 the	 right	
thing	to	do	now.	However,	it	is	difficult,	par2cularly	when	we,	as	the	church	of	Christ,	s2ll	need	to	be	in	
contact	with	one	another.	The	news	is	con2nually	informing	us	about	the	COVID-19	crisis,	which	might	
lead	us	to	think	that	the	only	reality	today	that	dominates	our	 lives	 is	 this	new	virus	 in	the	world.	We	
must	take	the	current	situa2on	seriously	and	follow	the	health	and	safety	guidelines	of	the	authori2es.	
However,	the	Bible	invites	us	to	see	that	God	is	s2ll	in	control	and	that	Jesus	is	s2ll	Lord.		

MaYhew	 wrote	 his	 Gospel	 in	 a	 2me	 when	 the	 church	 was	 facing	 difficult	 challenges.	 There	 was	
persecu2on	against	Chris2ans;	the	natural	leaders	aKer	Jesus,	the	apostles,	were	dying;	and	the	Chris2an	
community	was	asking	ques2ons	concerning	Jesus's	presence.	Where	was	Jesus?	Amid	those	uncertain	
2mes,	MaYhew	reminded	his	 church	of	 Jesus's	words,	 "I	 am	with	you	always,	even	 to	 the	end	of	 the	
age."	 (MaYhew	28:20).	 To	 affirm	 the	 new	Chris2an	 community	 in	 their	 faith,	MaYhew	presented	 the	
story	of	Jesus	in	a	literary	style	that	emphasized	Jesus's	teachings.	MaYhew	organized	Jesus's	words	and	
miracles	to	focus	the	reader's	aYen2on	on	Jesus's	iden2ty,	as	well	as	to	teach	the	church	how	to	live	a	
Chris2an	life	amid	troubling	2mes.		

	We	find	an	excellent	example	of	MaYhew's	literary	style	in	the	miracle	of	Jesus	calming	the	storm.	AKer	
presen2ng	the	first	sec2on	of	 Jesus's	 teachings	 (Chapters	5–7)	known	as	"the	Sermon	on	the	Mount,”	
MaYhew	presents	a	well-arranged	set	of	miracles	organized	in	two	chapters	(8–9).	MaYhew	intends	to	
emphasize	Jesus's	teaching	first,	and	then	to	assure	his	readers	that	He	is	more	than	a	mere	teacher.	His	
healings	and	mighty	deeds	follow	Jesus's	excellent	teaching.	Jesus	not	only	heals	the	sick	and	casts	out	
demons,	but	He	also	has	the	power	to	control	the	wind	and	the	sea.	These	mighty	deeds	always	seek	to	
teach	what	faith	 in	Jesus	should	 look	 like.	For	example,	MaYhew	consistently	connects	the	miracles	 in	
nature	 with	 a	 lesson	 about	 the	 importance	 of	 faith.	 He	 presents	 these	 mighty	 deeds	 to	 teach	 the	
Chris2an	community	to	trust	in	Jesus's	"ability	to	care	for	His	followers	in	difficult	life	situa2ons."

A	 simple	 comparison	 with	 Mark's	 account	 of	 this	 miracle	 shows	 MaYhew's	 literary	 and	 educa2onal	
emphasis.	 In	Mark's	 version	of	 this	 story	 (Mark	4:35-41),	 Jesus	 is	 awakened,	He	calms	 the	 storm,	and	
then	He	says	to	the	disciples,	"Why	are	you	so	afraid?	Do	you	s2ll	have	no	faith?"	 In	MaYhew,	on	the	
other	hand,	Jesus	first	rebukes	the	disciples’	lack	of	faith	and	then	calms	the	storm. 

The	disciples	went	and	woke	him,	saying,	“Lord,	save	us!	We’re	going	to	drown!”
He	replied,	“You	of	liVle	faith,	why	are	you	so	afraid?”	Then	he	got	up	and	rebuked	
the	winds	and	the	waves,	and	it	was	completely	calm.	 MaVhew	8:25-26

	G.	H.	TwelKree, “Miracles	and	Miracle	Stories”,	in	IVP	Dic2onary	of	Jesus	and	the	Gospels,	598.
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Trusting Jesus Amid The Storm
Daniel Martinez
Associate Pastor
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This	change,	far	from	being	accidental,	has	two	consequences.	On	the	one	hand,	it	is	not	the	miracle,	but	
Jesus's	instruc2on	that	is	at	the	heart	of	the	narra2ve.	In	MaYhew's	presenta2on,	the	lack	of	faith	of	the	
disciples	 is	not	exposed	aKer	calming	 the	storm	but	within	 the	storm.	This	 "liYle"	change	 is	 crucial	 to	
grasp	MaYhew's	literary	brilliance.	MaYhew	writes	his	Gospel	to	a	Chris2an	community	struggling	with	
persecu2on,	 which	 led	 to	 a	 crisis	 of	 faith	 among	 some	 of	 them.	 MaYhew	 seeks	 to	 support	 his	
community	 by	 affirming	 their	 iden2ty	 as	 Jesus's	 disciples	 and	 providing	 a	 portrayal	 of	 Jesus	 as	 the	
resurrected	 Lord	of	heaven	and	earth	who	has	authority	over	everything.	MaYhew	does	not	demand	
from	his	community	an	absence	of	fear;	aKer	all,	we	are	all	humans	and	fear	is	just	part	of	our	nature.	
However,	he	teaches	Chris2ans	that	faith	in	Jesus	must	be	stronger.		

In	 this	 narra2ve,	MaYhew's	 image	 of	 discipleship	 is	 relevant	 to	 our	 current	 context.	 	 We	 are	 facing	
restric2ons	in	our	daily	lives,	and	we	have	lost	the	capacity	to	get	together	as	a	faith	community.	Fear	of	
sickness	is	also	permea2ng	the	en2re	world	around	us.	In	our	context,	MaYhew's	story	of	the	disciples	
on	the	boat	is	significantly	relevant.	A	group	of	Jesus's	followers	in	a	fragile	boat	facing	a	big	storm	that	
seems	 overwhelming	 and	 invincible.	 Today,	 MaYhew	 invites	 us	 to	 see	 that,	 during	 the	 storm,	 Christ	
listens	to	the	prayers	of	His	people	and	comes	to	help	the	ones	who	suffer	from	fear	and	a	lack	of	faith.	
Jesus	always	answers.	He	is	Lord	over	the	sea	and	the	storm.	For	MaYhew,	the	most	important	thing	is	
not	the	absence	of	a	storm,	but	Jesus’s	presence	in	the	midst	of	it.		

My	prayer	for	us	as	a	community	of	faith	is	that	amidst	these	stormy	2mes,	we	might	experience	what	
Max	Lucado	describes	in	his	poem	from	the	devo2onal	In	the	Eye	of	the	Storm:

I	had	never	seen	Jesus	as	I	saw	Him	then…	I'll	never	forget.
I	saw	God…	
God,	who	uses	the	storm	as	His	path	to	come	to	me.

I	saw	God.	
It	took	a	storm	for	me	to	see	Him.	
But	I	saw	Him.

And	I’ll	never	be	the	same.

In	the	troubling	2mes,	remember,	Jesus	is	Lord	of	heaven	and	earth,	and	He	said,	"I	am	with	you	always."
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Slow down, go deep, read prayfully.  
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A View of the Library
Eileen Maharaj

To	 celebrate	 The	 Olive	 Press’s	 theme	 of	
"Encouragement,”	 I	 was	 going	 to	 select	 an	
appropriate	book	from	our	library.	I	started	at	the	
first	 shelf	 on	 the	 leK-hand	 side	 of	 our	 adult	
collec2on	and	the	first	book	in	our	Dewey	Decimal	
System,	 then	 moved	 in	 a	 clockwise	 direc2on	
around	 the	 room	 un2l	 I	 came	 back	 to	 the	
beginning.		Here	is	what	I	found.

Books	of	Encouragement	by	Sec2on:

052	 English	 Serials	 –	 Light	 Inside,	 sixteen	 people	
whose	 lives	were	changed	by	the	power	of	God's	
word.

133.9	 Parapsychology	 and	 Occul2sm	 (remember,	
this	 is	 a	 universal	 cataloguing	 system)	 –	Proof	 of	
Heaven,	 a	 neurosurgeon's	 journey	 into	 the	
aKerlife.

220	 The	 Bible	 –	 The	 Strangers	 on	 the	 Road	 to	
Emmaus.	The	2tle	says	it	all.

230	 Chris2anity	 –	 Two	 books	 by	 N.T.	 Wright:	
Simply	ChrisKanity	and	Surprised	by	Hope.

242	 Devo2onals	 and	 Prayers	 –	 I	 recommend	
reading	Praying	Through	Tough	Times.

248	 Chris2an	 Living	 –	 We	 have	 many	 books	
devoted	 to	 this	 topic;	 for	 instance,	 Joyce	Meyer's	
In	Pursuit	of	Peace,	or	Max	Lucado's	Come	Thirsty.

266	 Missions	 (one	 of	 my	 favourite	 areas)	 –	 The	
stories	 of	 people	 leaving	 their	 comfort	 zones	 to	
spread	the	gospel	in	strange	lands	among	strange	
people	with	strange	customs.		These	are	accounts	
of	overcoming	obstacles.

289	 Chris2an	 Denomina2ons	 –	 The	 Happiest	
People	on	Earth,	wriYen	by	Demos	Shakarian.

301	 Sociology	 –	 Straight	 Talk	 to	 Men	 and	 their	
Wives,	 encouraging	 Chris2ans	 in	 their	 second	
most	vital	rela2onship.

There	are	gaps	in	the	numerical	sec2ons	as	this	is	
a	Chris2an	library.		We	generally	don't	hold	books	
on	Science,	Technology,	and	Languages,	so	we	skip	
over	to	Biography	next.

920	Biography	–	This	sec2on	includes	authors	such	
as	 Dietrich	 Bonhoeffer,	 Billy	 Graham,	 and	 Paul	
Powers,	all	inspiring	men	and	women	of	the	faith.

We	 skip	 over	 the	 junior	 books	 to	 the	 north	wall.	
Here	 is	 our	 fic2on	 collec2on.	 	Some	 of	 these	 are	
"Chris2an";	 others	 tell	 a	 good	 story.	 	All	 are	
upliKing.	 	A	 common	 theme	 is	 a	 hero	 finding	
themselves	 in	 various	 difficul2es	 and	 how	 God	
uses	the	situa2on	to	His	glory.

I	 skipped	 the	 alcove	 on	 the	 east	 wall.	 	This	 area	
contains	 our	 books	 for	 young	 people,	 as	 well	 as	
reference	 books	 –	 various	 Bible	 transla2ons	 and	
paraphrases,	studies	on	various	books	of	the	Bible,	
and	small	group	study	books.

These young librarians hard at 
work inspiring young and old 
to read books again.
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Medically	Speaking	is	going	to	be	a	liYle	short	this	edi2on	–	there’s	not	a	huge	amount	of	free	2me	in	my	
day	at	the	moment,	but	I	would	like	to	share	some	thoughts.

Be	encouraged	that	during	this	pandemic	we	have	seen:

Collabora0on	of	medical	data	across	interna2onal	borders	–	well	before	such	data	would	usually	be	
offered	up	to	the	wider	medical	community,	thereby	allowing	mul2ple	countries	to	start	vaccine	
development,	treatment	op2ons,	and	understanding	this	disease	as	fast	as	possible;	

Compassion:	The	delivery	of	medical	supplies	and	personal	protec2ve	equipment	(PPE)	from	countries	
that	have	stock	to	those	in	need;	

Selflessness:	Pa2ents	being	treated	at	hospitals	across	interna2onal	borders	where	there	is	more	
capacity	than	in	the	home	na2ons.	

Thank	you	for	your	encouragement	to	our	local	health	care	workers.

The	7pm	community	cheering	means	a	lot	and	makes	the	effort	worth	it;	thank	you!
I	have	received	personal	thanks	and	encouragement	both	from	my	church	family	and	from	my	own	
pa2ents.		Receiving	thanks	for2fies	the	soul	and	helps	to	strengthen	the	2red	backs.	Thank	you!

There	has	been	such	generosity	of	community	dona2ons!	Thank	you.	Those	dona2ons	really	will	make	a	
difference.	

May	I	encourage	you	to	look	at	the	following	websites:

1.		A	useful	informa2on	sheet	to	keep	you	mentally	well.

hYps://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/gov/health-safety/covid19_stressmanagement_5_accessible.pdf?
mc_cid=12b6b7b047&mc_eid=1e27a0c802

2.	The	main	BC	website	for	sta2s2cs,	self-assessment,	advice,	hygiene,	symptoms,	and	steps	to	follow.			
hYps://bc.thrive.health	

Encouragement in the time of COVID-19

https://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/gov/health-safety/covid19_stressmanagement_5_accessible.pdf?mc_cid=12b6b7b047&mc_eid=1e27a0c802
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/gov/health-safety/covid19_stressmanagement_5_accessible.pdf?mc_cid=12b6b7b047&mc_eid=1e27a0c802
https://b
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There	is	a	2me	in	one’s	life	when	one	realizes	that	the	sa2sfac2on	gained	from	turning	a	failed	project	
around,	climbing	the	hardest	route	up	a	mountain,	or	sipping	a	glass	of	aged	red	wine	doesn’t	last.	Then	
when	re2rement	comes	around,	just	the	act	of	reading	a	book,	learning	to	play	the	piano,	or	snorkelling	
in	the	Caribbean	seems	decadent,	leaves	one	feeling	a	liYle	guilty.

I	felt	that	there	had	to	be	more	to	life	than	this.	So,	I	searched	for	something	that	would	challenge	me,	
teach	me	some	life	lessons,	and	open	up	my	mind	to	new	ways	of	communica2ng.	I	needed	to	work	on	
the	unaYainable	goal	of	becoming	a	beYer	than	average	person.	Not	a	beYer	worker,	or	hiker,	or	house	
cleaner,	but	a	beYer	person.	I	needed	to	be	thrown	into	uncomfortable	situa2ons,	and	learn	to	adapt	in	
posi2ve	ways.

So,	 I	 consulted	 Google,	 and	 spent	many	 hours	 chasing	 endless	 links	 in	 the	 hope	 of	 finding	 the	 ideal	
purpose	for	my	life.	I	wandered	aimlessly	in	the	Internet	Desert,	searching	high	and	low	for	something	
that	would	fulfill	my	desire	for	overcoming	personal	hurdles	and	solving	the	world’s	problems.	All	 that	
research	amounted	to	a	few	shortlisted	bookmarks	that	garnered	some	minor	interest	on	my	part.

AKer	several	weeks,	I	decided	to	step	out	of	the	cyber	world	and	into	the	reality	of	life.	I	started	mee2ng	
up	with	old	acquaintances	over	 lunch	and	enjoying	their	company.	 I	 relished	hearing	about	their	 lives,	
both	socially	and	at	work,	and	their	families.	When	it	was	my	turn,	I	didn’t	have	much	to	say	that	was	as	
interes2ng.	I	had	no	job	to	whine	about,	no	children	to	boast	of,	and	was	too	embarrassed	to	gloat	about	
my	lavish	lifestyle	of	not	doing	much!

I	did,	however,	men2on	that	 I	was	 looking	to	do	something	that	would	not	only	be	meaningful	to	me,	
but	to	the	community	at	large.	I	shared	my	list	of	requirements	like	an	à	la	carte	menu.	I	wanted	to	work	
with	people	with	disabili2es,	either	developmental	or	physical,	or	both.	I	wanted	to	be	ac2ve	and	revel	
in	the	beau2ful	city	that	we	live	in.	I	wanted	tangible	ways	of	making	a	difference.

It	was	a	preYy	tall	order,	and	 I	wasn’t	expec2ng	much	of	a	response	except	 for	some	encouragement.	
However,	at	one	par2cular	lunch	date,	the	person	responded	with,	“Are	you	familiar	with	an	organiza2on	
called	L’Arche,	 in	Burnaby?”	My	response	was,	“Le	what?”	The	person	elaborated	further	with,	“It	was	
started	by	 Jean	Vanier,	you	know?	The	guy	 that	was	awarded	 the	Order	of	Canada?”	Well,	no	 I	didn’t	
know	L’Arche	nor	was	I	familiar	with	Jean	Vanier,	and	I	thought	I	was	preYy	well	read.

AKer	diving	into	Google	again,	but	this	2me	with	more	inten2on,	I	 learned	the	following.	On	August	4,	
1964,	Jean	Vanier,	a	Canadian	philosophy	professor	and	re2red	naval	officer	was	invited	by	his	spiritual	
director	to	visit	some	ins2tu2ons	for	people	with	developmental	disabili2es	in	France.	He	was	disturbed	
by	the	rejec2on	and	loneliness	of	those	he	met,	yet	moved	by	their	openness	and	felt	called	to	share	his	
life	in	community	with	them.

(	hYps://www.larche.ca/about-larche/our-history).	

.	

We All Belong

https://www.larche.ca/about-larche/our-history
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He	 proceeded	 to	 renovate	 a	 small	 home	 in	 a	
village	 called	 Trosly-Breuil,	 France,	 and	 called	 it	
L’Arche.	 A	 few	 people	 with	 developmental	
disabili2es	 were	 invited	 to	 live	 with	 him	 and	 it	
became	 a	 place	 of	 growth	 for	 them	 and	 an	
inspira2on	 to	 others.	 L’Arche	 grew	 quickly	 and	 in	
1969	 they	 opened	 in	 Richmond	Hill,	 Ontario,	 and	
expanded	 to	 India	 in	 1970,	 thus	 becoming	
interfaith	 and	mul2-cultural.	 Today,	 there	 are	 149	
L’Arche	 communi2es	 in	 37	 countries	 around	 the	
world.	

L’Arche,	meaning	 the	 Ark,	 can	 refer	 to	 a	 chest	 or	
box	containing	highly	valuable	objects	but	can	also	
mean	a	 large	boat	carrying	cargo.	Jean	Vanier	not	
only	 founded	 a	 safe	 haven	 protected	 from	 the	
storm,	 but	 it	 was	 filled	 with	 the	 most	 precious	
beings.	One	day,	 I	entered	one	of	these	havens	 in	
Burnaby,	and	not	having	had	any	experience	in	the	
art	 of	 caregiving,	 or	 communica2ng	 in	 sign	
language,	I	decided	to	just	listen	and	serve.

The	folks	warmed	up	to	me,	some	out	of	curiosity,	
some	 seeking	 aYen2on,	 and	 others	 just	 wan2ng	
someone	to	“boss”	around!

They	had	 a	 liYle	 difficulty	 pronouncing	my	name,	
so	some	have	called	me	“Isabel”;	others	could	not	
remember	 my	 name	 at	 all	 so	 I	 preceded	 it	 with	
“Queen,”	and	without	much	pomp	and	ceremony	I	
became	known	as	Queen	Elizabeth!	I	learned	from	
“I”	that	she	was	engaged	and	going	to	be	married	
to	 “N,”	 who	 by	 the	 way	 is	 a	 figment	 of	 her	
imagina2on.	 She	 proudly	 showed	 off	 her	 ring	 to	
me.	 “M”	 told	me	 she	 had	 designed	 a	 Valen2ne’s	
card	for	her	boyfriend,	someone	who	she	cared	for	
more	than	others.	“D”	didn’t	waste	2me	in	telling	
me	that	I	was	her	best	friend	on	my	first	day	there.	
“G”	reprimanded	me	and	taught	me	how	to	serve	
his	 lunch	the	proper	way.	I	even	had	“L”	show	me	
how	to	navigate	 the	public	 transit	 system,	and	he	
is	unable	to	speak!

Soon	 enough,	 the	 scales	 fell	 from	my	 eyes,	 and	 I	
could	 see	 (Acts	 9:18).	 I	 realized	 that	 this	was	 the	
purpose	 I	had	been	searching	for,	a	place	where	 I	
could	be	myself	with	no	pretension.	 I	 didn’t	 have	
to	worry	about	my	dress,	my	hair,	or	how	goofy	 I	
acted,	because	they	only	care	about	what	is	on	the	
inside.	 They	 may	 not	 be	 able	 to	 read	 but	 they	

could	“read”	my	heart	and	my	inten2ons.	I	was	leK	
with	 no	 choice	 but	 to	 be	 true	 to	 myself	 and	 to	
them,	 who	 instantly	 became	 my	 new	 extended	
family.

My	three-year	anniversary	with	them	is	coming	up	
soon,	and	I	have	so	many	more	stories	to	share	but	
not	 enough	 space	 in	 this	 ar2cle	 to	 include	 them.	
Over	 the	 last	 year,	 I	 became	 aware	 that	 the	
exis2ng	building,	which	 is	home	to	 two	“families”	
and	the	Emmaus	Centre	(day	program),	 is	 in	need	
of	a	major	 renova2on.	 It	 is	over	50	years	old	and	
has	 outlived	 its	 best-before	 date	 (hYps://
www.youtube.com/watch?v=yuWm5sq_s0o).	 Each	
L’Arche	 home	 provides	 accommoda2on	 for	 a	 few	
core	 members	 and	 assistants	 who	 prepare	 and	
share	meals,	plan	ou2ngs,	do	dishes,	go	for	walks,	
and	 pray	 together.	 The	 Emmaus	 day	 program	
offers	 adults	 with	 developmental	 disabili2es	 the	
opportunity	 to	 achieve	 their	 poten2al	 through	
meaningful	 ac2vi2es	 within	 L’Arche	 and	 also	 to	
volunteer	within	the	broader	community.

The	exis2ng	 L’Arche	members	are	aging	and	need	
improved	 housing	 accessibility,	 new	 support	
models	 are	 required	 to	 accommodate	 younger	
members,	 and	 semi-independent	 housing	 is	 in	
demand.	 They,	 with	 our	 help,	 need	 to	 raise	 $30	
million	to	tear	down	the	old	structure,	and	build	a	
three-story	 facility	 with	 affordable	 housing	 for	
L’Arche,	 seniors,	 and	 others,	 while	 offering	 space	
for	 day2me	 programs,	 as	 wel l	 (hYp://
www.larchevancouver.org/capital-campaign/).	 The	
new	 home	 will	 include	 22	 bedrooms	 for	 the	
L’Arche	community,	10	suites	for	semi-independent	
seniors,	 and	 29	 below-market	 rental	 units.	 If	
everything	goes	according	to	plan,	the	building	will	
be	completed	by	2021.
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Looking	 back	 at	 the	 original	 goals	 I	 had	 set	 for	
myself	 in	2016,	and	where	 I	have	 landed	 today,	 I	
believe	that	I	am	on	track	to	achieving	those	goals.	
When	 I	 am	 at	 L’Arche,	 I	 am	 being	 challenged	 to	
love	 uncondi2onally,	 both	 God	 and	 others,	 as	
Jesus	 taught	 us	 to	 do	 (MaYhew	 22:37-39).	 I	 am	
learning	 new	 ways	 to	 communicate	 and	 behave	
more	selflessly.	I	have	been	in	awkward	situa2ons	
with	 them,	mostly	 in	public	 spaces,	 and	with	 the	
help	 of	 the	 Holy	 Spirit	 came	 through	 unscathed.	
Without	sounding	like	a	cliché,	I	do	believe	that	if	
everyone	can	give	a	 liYle	of	themselves	and	their	
2me,	we	can	make	a	difference,	and	yes,	we	CAN	
change	the	world	in	tangible	ways!	

This	 is	 not	 the	 end	 for	 me	 but	 a	 journey	 to	
con2nue	 shedding	 those	 self-imposed	 walls	 built	
over	the	years	and	focusing	on	opening	my	heart	
to	 those	 around	me.	 A	 quote	 from	 the	 late	 Jean	
Vanier	sums	it	all,	“We	are	not	called	by	God	to	do	
extraordinary	 things,	 but	 to	 do	 ordinary	 things	
with	extraordinary	love.”	

There	 is	 a	 4-minute	 video	 created	 by	 volunteers	
on	 the	 life	 and	 works	 of	 L’Arche	 (Walk	 Of	
Discipleship	 2019	 -	 Immersion	At	 L'arche	Greater	
Vancouver	Video	at	hYps://2nyurl.com/vg8qa2p).	
My	 claim	 to	 fame	 is	 a	 two	 second	 shot	 of	 me	
waving	 at	 the	 back	 of	 the	 room	 (3min,	 27secs)	
with	a	blue	baseball	cap	on!	There	is	also	a	funny	
ouYake	at	the	end	(4min,	3secs).	Enjoy!	

Heather Baxter
February 5, 1975 – November 18, 2019
 

In Memoriam 

So we fix our eyes 
not on what is seen, 

but on what is unseen, 
since what is seen 

is temporary, 
but what is unseen 

is eternal.
2 Corinthians 4:18
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The Alto’s Lament

It’s tough to be an alto when you’re singing in the choir
The sopranos get the twiddly bits that people all admire,

The basses boom like loud trombones, the tenors shout with glee,
But the alto part is on two notes (or, if you’re lucky, three).

And when we sing an anthem and we lift our hearts in praises
The men get all the juicy bits and telling little phrases.

Of course the trebles sing the tune – they always come off best;
The altos only get three notes and twenty-two bars’ rest.

We practice very hard each week from hymn-book and the Psalter,
But when the conductor looks at us our voices start to falter;
“Too high! Too low! Too fast – you held that note too long!”

It doesn’t matter what we do – it’s certain to be wrong!

Oh! Shed a tear for altos, they’re the Martyrs and they know
In the ranks of choral singers they’re considered very low.

They are so very ‘umble that a lot of folk forget ‘em;
How they’d love to be sopranos, but their vocal cords won’t let ‘em!

And when the final trumpet sounds and we are wafted higher,
Sopranos, basses, tenors – they’ll be in the Heavenly choir,

While they sing “Alleluia!” to celestial flats and sharps,
The altos will be occupied with polishing the harps!

    Anon

From	an	anthology	A	Treasury	of	Poetry	from	the	Pen	of
Author	Unknown,	published	by	J.R.	Books

	
SubmiYed	by	Una	Wood,	an	alto	who	actually	does	have	a	harp!

SMILE FOR THE DAY          

Custodian's  Corner
What starts with E, ends with E, and has only one letter in it?
Envelope.

Why did the can crusher quit his job?

Because it was soda pressing.

What happens to a frog's car when it breaks down?

It gets toad away.
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Thoughts on Life From Chuck Swindoll

The longer I live, the more I realize the impact of attitude on life.

Attitude, to me, is more important than education, than money, than 
circumstances, than failures, than successes, than appearance, giftedness, or 
skill. It will make or break a company, church, or home.

The remarkable thing is that we have a choice every day regarding the 
attitude we will embrace for that day. 

We cannot change our past. 

We cannot change the fact that people will act in a certain way.

We cannot change the inevitable.

The only thing we can do is play on the one string we have, and that is our 
attitude.

I am convinced that life is 10% of what happens to me and 90% how I react to 
it.

And so it is with you.

We are in charge of our attitudes.

 

Submitted by June Botwright



											             
Jacqui Lilley

So	in	Christ,	we	though	many,	form	one	body	and	each	member	belongs	to	all	others.	-Romans	12:5

Be	devoted	to	one	another	in	love.	-Romans	12:10a

Heather	Baxter	and	I	met	in	May	2019,	specifically	to	talk	and	pray	about	hos2ng	an	event	
at	church	for	women	of	all	ages	to	come	together.	There	were	two	things	we	discussed:	
connec2vity	amongst	women	and	the	service	of	women	in	our	church.	

Unpacking	 connec2vity,	 we	 recognized	 some	 women	 were	 connected	 but	 others	 were	
not.	We	 talked	 about	 broken	 rela2onships	 and	 loneliness.	We	were	 aware	 and	 honest	
that,	for	some,	there	have	been	disappointments	and	uninten2onal	hurt	feelings.	Through	
Heather’s	journey,	she	experienced	an	abundance	of	blessings	from	so	many	of	you	who	
were	reaching	out	to	encourage	and	support	her.	Together,	you	shared	your	stories	and	
prayers,	genng	to	know	each	other	on	a	much	deeper	level.	You	used	your	giKs	to	bless	
her	and	her	 family.	She	was	absolutely	blown	away	by	the	amazing	women	we	HAVE	 in	
our	church	and	the	calling	to	get	to	KNOW	each	other.	

Secondly,	we	talked	about	service.	Clearly,	we	are	all	called	to	serve.	Many	of	us	can	admit	the	frequent	
baYles	of	busy-ness	get	in	the	way,	leaving	a	few	to	fill	the	gaps.	The	value	if	we	started	serving	together,	
however,	 is	 great.	We	 have	 the	 benefit	 of	 spending	 2me	 together,	 genng	 to	 know	 each	 other	more	
deeply,	and	senng	an	example	for	future	genera2ons.

We	were	made	to	be	in	rela2onship	with	our	Creator	God	AND	with	each	other.	(This	will	forever	be	my	
takeaway	 from	 Pastor	 Mar2n’s	 sermons	 over	 the	 years.)	 Yet	 rela2onships	 need	 invested	 2me	 and	
inten2onal	 effort	 to	 establish	 roots	 of	 TRUST	 and	 get	 to	 the	 heart	 of	 experiencing	 and	 sharing	 life	
authen2cally	together.	

Guaranteed,	 there	 is	a	 lady	who	needs	 to	hear	your	 faith	 journey,	 the	baYles,	and	blessings.	She	also	
needs	your	prayers	and	companionship	to	encourage	the	hope	we	have	in	all	His	promises.	Can	you	and	I	
come	alongside	the	lady	who	sits	in	the	back	pew,	or	a	few	rows	up?	The	challenge	should	evolve	for	us,	
allowing	ourselves	to	become	vulnerable.	

String	of	Hearts	has	already	held	three	events;	it’s	been	fun	gathering	together	in	a	light-hearted	sort	of	
way.	The	focus	is	not	so	much	what	we	“do,"	but	that	we	connect.	However,	when	you	read	the	prayer	
that	Heather	wrote	for	the	women	of	our	church,	you	can	see	the	vision	is	to	go	much,	much	deeper	in	
our	rela2onships	and	support	for	one	another.		That	prayer	can	be	found	on	page	14.

Heather	and	I	did	not	want	to	be	seen	as	“leaders”	of	a	new	ministry.	We	whole-heartedly	believe	in	the	
vision	God	has	 for	 the	women	 in	our	church.	 In	all	 the	prayers	and	conversa2ons	we	poured	out	over	
this,	we	felt	His	discernment	to	plant	the	seed,	pray,	and	trust	that	He	would	remain	in	the	centre	of	it	all	
and	in	the	HEART	of	each	woman.

Thank	you	to	the	 ladies	who	have	helped	organize	the	events,	and	to	those	who	have	aYended.	AKer	
Heather	passed,	I	was	walking	through	a	nursery	one	day	and	came	across	a	plant	called	string	of	hearts.	
I	remember	having	one	in	university.	It	is	a	hardy	indoor	plant	that	mul2plies	very	easily	and	really	does	
look	like	hearts	strung	together.	I	bought	three!	I	hope	it	is	a	finng	symbol	to	what	we	can	accomplish	
together.	

Each	one	of	us	has	a	giK	to	contribute	that	is	useful,	precious,	and	valuable	to	the	body	of	Christ.	We	can	
string	these	together	for	the	benefit	of	the	Kingdom.

String of Hearts
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Women's Evening Events
Our	first	String	of	Hearts	event	was	held	in	October	
2019;	over	80	women	aYended	with	the	common	
goal	 to	 gather,	 encourage,	 and	 learn	 from	 each	
other.	 We	 began	 the	 evening	 with	 an	 icebreaker	
where	we	 learned	funny	details	about	each	other.		
We	 laughed	un2l	 our	 sides	 hurt	watching	 a	 video	
of	 Chris2an	 comedian	Anita	Renfroe’s	 take	on	 life	
from	 a	 female	 perspec2ve,	 and	 followed	 that	 up	
with	 snacks	 and	 fellowship.	 We	 then	 closed	 the	
evening	 with	 a	 prayer	 said	 in	 unison	 and	 a	 take	
home	verse	especially	chosen	for	each	of	us.	

“Bear	 with	 each	 other	 and	 forgive	 whatever	
grievances	 you	 may	 have	 against	 one	 another.		
Forgive	as	the	Lord	forgave	you.”	Colossians	3:13

“Finally,	 all	 of	 you,	 live	 in	 harmony	 with	 one	
another;	 be	 sympathe2c,	 love	 as	 brothers	 [and	
sisters],	 be	 compassionate	 and	 humble.	 	 Do	 not	
repay	 evil	 with	 evil	 or	 insult	with	 insult,	 but	with	
blessing,	 because	 to	 this	 you	 were	 called	 so	 that	
you	may	inherit	a	blessing.”	1	Peter	3:8-9

“This	 is	 the	 message	 you	 heard	 from	 the	
beginning:	 We	 should	 love	 one	 another.”	 1	 John	
3:11	

At	 the	 end	 of	 November,	 we	 held	 our	 second	
women’s	evening,	this	2me	to	conquer	a	Christmas	

craK;	 a	 Pinterest	win!	Our	 evening	 started	with	 a	
Christmas-themed	icebreaker,	which	had	us	racing	
from	one	side	of	 the	gym	to	 the	other	depending	
on	 how	 you	 answered	 each	 “either/or”	 ques2on	
on	 favourite	 Christmas	 pas2mes	 and	 foods	 (e.g.,	
which	do	you	 like	beYer:	 live	 trees	or	 fake	 trees).	
So	 much	 laughter	 echoed	 around	 the	 hall	 as	 we	
shared	 our	 similari2es	 and	 differences.	 Later,	 we	
sat	 in	 smaller	 groups	 so	 we	 could	 enjoy	 more	
in2mate	 conversa2on.	 Of	 course,	 we	 jumped	
tables	and	did	what	we	do	best:	talk!	

On	 March	 6��	 of	 this	 year,	 we	 gathered	 again	 to	
learn	 some	 organ iz ing	 2ps	 f rom	 Gwen	
Montgomery.	We	can	all	use	a	liYle,	or	a	lot,	of	her	
2ps!	 It	was	 a	 fun	 evening	 of	 sharing	 some	of	 our	
organiza2onal	 secrets	 and	 genng	 to	 know	 each	
other	more	deeply.

The	 dream	 of	 bringing	 the	 women	 in	 our	 church	
and	community	together	has	been	a	huge	success	
based	 on	 the	 number	 of	 women	 who	 have	
aYended	 each	 event.	 Fellowship,	 encouragement,	
prayer,	and	 love	bring	us	 together	and	our	shared	
faith	in	God	will	keep	us	together.		

 

String of Hearts
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Closing Prayer

Heavenly Father. Thank you so much for being right here with us tonight. 
Every woman sitting in this room is your precious and beloved child. Help us to 
fully realize that we are all sisters in Christ. We are ALL sinners. We are ALL 
broken. May we each see our OWN brokenness, and not that of our sister. We 
have been brought together in this church to love and support one another. Not 
to judge and condemn. 

Love nourishes us. Jealousy starves us.
 
Therefore Lord, I pray you would bless my dear sister in Christ, each sister in 
this room tonight. Move and advance your kingdom through her. Protect her 
from the schemes of the enemy. Keep her far from accusing tongues and protect 
her in her vulnerable moments.

We give you praise for the fun and fellowship we have shared in your presence 
tonight. We ask that your Holy Spirit remains in our hearts until we meet 
again.

All Praise and Glory be to the mighty name of Jesus.    

Amen.



Chas	and	I	immigrated	to	Canada	in	2007.	The	summer	had	been	hot,	and	now	the	winter	was	cold	and	
snowy.	Just	as	Canada	ought	to	be!	

Our	student	son	and	daughter	were	flying	over	to	join	the	rest	of	us	for	Christmas.	We	had	missed	them	
so	much,	and	had	been	wai2ng	for	the	day	of	their	arrival	with	huge	an2cipa2on.	The	beds	were	made;	
the	fridge	crammed	with	food;	the	tree	decorated;	and	the	twins,	Nina	and	Josh,	had	painted	a	big	sign	
that	said,	“Welcome	to	Canada.”	Everything	was	ready.	

So	off	to	YVR	we	went	with	big	smiles,	wai2ng	for	that	wonderful	Love	Actually	moment	when	we	would	
hug	each	other	in	the	arrivals	hall,	in	the	middle	of	all	the	passengers	and	luggage.	Chas	was	the	first	to	
catch	 sight	 of	 Henry	 and	 Chloe	 as	 they	 emerged	 through	 the	 arrivals	 door,	 and	 I	 watched	 him	 race	
towards	them,	arms	outstretched	in	welcome.	Tears	and	smiles	and	hugs.	Together	again!	

As	 I	 stood	watching	that	airport	hug,	 the	 image	flashed	across	my	mind	of	Chloe	when	she	was	 just	a	
liYle	toddler.	She	would	stagger	towards	her	daddy,	towards	the	shelter	and	safety	of	his	embrace.	She	
could	scarcely	stay	on	her	 feet,	yet	her	eyes	were	fixed	on	him,	determined	to	 reach	him	as	he	knelt,	
arms	wide	open,	ready	to	catch	her.	

Outstretched	arms	are	a	symbol	of	safety,	security,	and	 love.	 It	 is	also	a	symbol	of	vulnerability.	 In	the	
Anglican	 Communion	 service,	 the	 minister	 says,	 “He	 (Jesus)	 opened	 wide	 His	 arms	 for	 us	 upon	 the	
cross.”	In	spreading	out	His	arms,	Jesus	made	Himself	vulnerable,	for	our	sake.	

Outstretched	arms	are	a	symbol	of	welcome,	as	well,	 like	a	dad	ready	and	wai2ng	to	catch	up	a	small	
child,	or	to	hold	a	loved	son	or	daughter.	At	2mes	we	all	feel	like	a	small	child	stumbling	along	the	stony	
road	of	life.	Our	feet	are	wobbly;	we	might	stagger	or	fall,	but	Jesus	showed	on	the	cross	that	His	arms	
are	always	stretched	wide	in	welcome,	ready	to	catch	us	and	hold	us,	His	beloved	children.

When	you	see	a	picture	of	Jesus	on	the	cross,	remember	that	it	is	a	picture	of	His	infinite,	unfailing	love,	
longing	to	hold	you	and	me,	like	children	running	to	Him.	We	are	all	children,	really;	we	all	need	to	feel	
loved	and	secure	and	safe.	Jesus	longs	to	welcome	each	one	of	us	and	He	has	prepared	a	home	for	us	to	
share	with	Him.

 

Stephanie King
Arms Wide Open 
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Sunday School and World Vision Sponsorship
Laura Jennings

“And the crowds asked Him, ‘What then should we do?’ And He answered them, ‘Anyone who has 
two shirts should share with the one who has none, and anyone who has food should do the same.’”  

  Luke 3:10-11

For over twenty years, the Sunday School children of SASS have sponsored two children each year 
through World Vision while learning to live through Christ’s command to “Love one another as I have 
loved you.” They have been encouraged to think of others in need and to share their own blessings 
with them. Through our weekly offerings, World Vision assists the sponsored children to gain access to 
clean water, health care, education, and training for economic growth.

Did you know that our sponsored children have come from as far away as India, Sri Lanka, Nepal, and 
El Salvador? They are supported and encouraged until they reach a level of self-reliance as 
determined by their World Vision supervisors. When a sponsored child has graduated from their 
program, our Sunday School children are introduced to a new sponsor child. Over this time period, our 
children have followed five sponsored children and have contributed to their personal growth, as well as 
to the growth of their communities.

* * *
Our current sponsor child is an 11 year old boy from Faribad, 

India, named  Viswas Vinod Yadav.
 Viswas is in grade 5 and his favourite subject is his national 

language. 
He likes to play ball games in his spare time. 

 * * * * *
Thank you to our SASS children for their continued faith and support for 

Viswas. Through sharing their gifts and caring for others, they are both 
serving and glorifying God.

World Vision Update
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What	you	will	need:
Toilet-	and/or	paper-towel	tubes
Scissors	(ask	an	adult	to	help	with	the	cunng	of	the	tubes)
CraK	paint	and	paint	brushes
Hot-glue	gun	or	adhesive	dots	(ask	an	adult	to	use	the	glue	gun)
Poster	puYy	

Direc0ons:
Paint	the	tubes	inside	and	out,	and	let	dry	completely.

FlaYen	the	tubes	and	use	scissors	to	cut	them	into	slices.	For	a	large	buYerfly,	you’ll	need	five	
slices	measuring	2	cm	each.	For	a	small	buYerfly,	you’ll	need	two	slices	measuring	1	cm	wide,	
and	one	slice	measuring	0.5	cm	wide.

To	construct	the	small	buYerfly:	Fold	two	1	cm	wide	slices	in	half;	unfold.	Add	a	dot	of	hot	glue	
(an	adult’s	job)	to	the	inside	centre	of	each	and	refold	to	make	a	set	of	wings.	Glue	the	two	sets	
of	wings	to	the	sides	of	the	0.5	cm	slice.

To	construct	a	large	buYerfly:	Add	a	dot	of	glue	to	the	inside	centre	of	one	of	the	2	cm	slices	and	
squish	it	together	to	make	a	“body.”	Add	a	dot	of	glue	to	the	flat	side	and	press	on	another	slice	
for	a	wing,	as	shown.	Repeat	for	other	three	wings.

If	desired,	use	poster	puYy	to	aYach	the	artwork	to	a	wall.	

 Cardboard Butterflies
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 Springtime Colouring Page
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